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Chapter- 1 

Iran and State Terrorism 

 

 

 

Since the declaration of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1979, the government of Iran has 
been accused by a number of states, including the United States, Israel and some 
European countries, of funding, providing equipment, weapons, training and giving 
sanctuary to terrorists. 

The United States State Department lists Iran as the “most active state sponsor of 
terrorism.” Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice elaborated stating, “Iran has been the 
country that has been in many ways a kind of central banker for terrorism in important 
regions like Lebanon through Hezbollah in the Middle East, in the Palestinian Territories, 
and we have deep concerns about what Iran is doing in the south of Iraq.”  
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Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 

 
 

Ayatollah Khomeini arrives in Iran 

After the fall of the Shah, the Islamic Republic of Iran established the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC - Pasdaran-e Inqilab) to domestically promote the 
government's social policy. The organization also is accused of spreading its ideology in 
neighboring regions by training and funding "terrorist organizations". By 1986 the group 
had 350,000 members and had acquired a small naval and air force. By 1996 the ground 
forces numbered 100,000 and the naval forces numbered 20,000. They are believed to use 
the proxy Al Quds Force to train the Islamic militants. Currently Al Quds conducts 
training units in Iran and Sudan. 
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The Pasdaran also is believed to have connections with underground organizations in the 
Middle East. They have a strong influence on groups in Kuwait, Bahrain, and the United 
Arab Emirates. The largest group of Pasdaran connections is made up of 12,000 Iranians, 
Afghans, Iraqis, Lebanese Shiites and North Africans who either received training in Iran 
or during the Afghan War and are presently trained in Sudan, Lebanon, and Iran. The 
party of Hezbollah is included in this group which provides intelligence, logistics and 
operational units in Lebanon. The second largest operation relates to Kurds, particularly 
Iraqi Kurds. The third largest is made up of Kashmiris, Balouchis and Afghans. 

Pasdaran supports Hezbollah operations in Lebanon, Iraqi Kurdistan, Jordan and 
Palestine and the Islamic Jihad in Egypt, Turkey, and Caucasia. 

In 1995 the Iranian Revolutionary Guard held a conference with worldwide organizations 
accused of engaging in terrorism including the Japanese Red Army, the Armenian Secret 
Army, the Kurdistan Workers' Party, the Iraqi Da'wah Party, the Islamic Front for the 
Liberation of Bahrain and Hezbollah in Beirut for the sole purpose of providing training 
to these organizations supposedly to help in the destabilization of Gulf States and aid 
assistance to militants in these countries to replace the existing governments with Iran-
like regimes. 

The United States State Department claims that this organization provides support for 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Islamic Jihad in Israel. They also say that Pasadaran has given 
much support and training to terrorists supporting the Palestinian resistance. They are 
also accused of aiding the Iraqi insurgency in southern Iraq. On September 26, 2007, the 
United States Senate passed legislation by a vote of 76-22 designating the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist organization. U.S. President George W. Bush and 
Congress labeled the group under the guidelines established by Executive Order 13224 
issued after the September 11, 2001 attacks. 

Ministry of Intelligence and Security 

Iran is believed to use the Ministry of Intelligence and Security to gather intelligence to 
plan terrorist attacks. The ministry is believed to use liaison activities with supported 
terrorist groups and Islamic fundamentalist movements. The ministry itself is believed to 
carry out some terrorism mostly directed at political dissidents. 

Mykonos restaurant assassinations 

In 17 September 1992, Iranian-Kurdish insurgent leaders Sadegh Sharafkandi, Fattah 
Abdoli, Homayoun Ardalan and their translator Nouri Dehkordi were assassinated at the 
Mykonos Greek restaurant in Berlin, Germany. 

In the Mykonos trial, the courts found Kazem Darabi, an Iranian national who worked as 
a grocer in Berlin, and Lebanese Abbas Rhayel, guilty of murder and sentenced them to 
life in prison. Two other Lebanese, Youssef Amin and Mohamed Atris, were convicted of 
being accessories to murder. In its 10 April 1997 ruling, the court issued an international 
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arrest warrant for Iranian intelligence minister Hojjat al-Islam Ali Fallahian after 
declaring that the assassination had been ordered by him with knowledge of supreme 
leader Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and president Ayatollah Rafsanjani  

Capture of American hostages 

On November 4, 1979, 500 Iranians stormed the American Embassy and took 90 
employees and visitors captive. They later released non-Americans, women and African-
Americans, and held the 52 remaining Americans hostage for 444 days. The Americans 
would hold an embargo against Iran and demanded that the hostages be freed. Iran 
demanded unblocking of Iran's frozen assets in the United States ($24 billion) to release 
the hostages. Iran also demanded U.S. based Shah of Iran to be arrested and given back to 
Iran. They would later agree to accept $8 billion in frozen assets in exchange for the 
release of the hostages. 

In 2000 the former hostages would sue the Iranian government for state sponsored 
terrorism under the 1996 Antiterrorism Act. They would win the suit but would not be 
awarded damages because of a 2002 judgement that the terms of their release barred 
awarding any damages. 

Hezbollah 

 
 
President Ronald Reagan and his wife Nancy show respect to the victims of 1983 
barracks bombing 
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A mural in Teheran, Iran. The circled portrait on the top right is that of Muhammad Munif 
Ashmar, a suicide bomber of the group Hezbullah. Sitting next to his rifle, is Ali Munif 
Ashmar, brother of Muhammad Munif Ashmar, also a suicide bomber of Hezbollah. He 
leans on a portrait of Ali Khamenei. Under Khamenei's portrait is the date of Ali Munif 
Ashmar's suicide bombing: "martyred on March 21st 1996 in Adaisseh, Lebanon". The 
large yellow text on the bottom of the mural reads: "Imam Khomeini: Israel must be 
destroyed". 

During the 1980s and 1990s, a wave of kidnappings, bombings, and assassinations of 
Western targets, particularly American and Israeli, occurred in Lebanon and other 
countries. Claiming responsibility for these 200 attacks that led to at least 800 deaths, was 
the resistance organization of Islamic Jihad. The attacks, attributed to the group, have 
included: 

• The blowing up of a van filled with explosives in front of the U.S. embassy in 
Beirut killing 58 Americans and Lebanese in 1983. 

• The 1983 Beirut barracks bombing of the U.S. Marine and French 'Drakkar' 
barracks which killed 241 American and 58 French peacekeepers. 

• The hijacking of TWA flight 847 holding the 39 Americans on board hostage for 
weeks in 1985 

• The bombing of the Israeli Embassy killing twenty-nine in 1992 
• The bombing of a Jewish community center in Argentina killing 95 in 1994 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

Islamic Jihad is widely believed to be a nom de guerre of the Lebanese Islamist political 
movement and social service agency Hezbollah, which was founded in 1982 with many 
millions of dollars of aid and considerable training and logistical support from the Islamic 
Republic. Many believe the group promotes the Iranian agenda and that its goal is to 
overthrow the moderate governments in the area and create Islamic Republics based on 
that of Iran as well as the destruction of Israel. 

Its motives include assassinations, kidnappings, suicide bombings, and guerilla warfare. 
It is believed to be one of the Islamic resistance groups that made suicide bombings 
common use. Other attacks credited to Hezbollah include: 

• The attack on the Khobar Towers housing complex in Dharan, Saudi Arabia, 
killing 19 U.S servicemen in 1996. 

• Firing of 100s of rockets into northern Israel on a daily basis and capture of Israeli 
soldiers in 2006 

Henry Crumpton, the State Department’s coordinator for counterterrorism stated, “[Iran 
is] clearly directing a lot of Hezbollah actions. Hezbollah asks their permission to do 
things, especially if it has broader international implications.” However it seemed that 
when reformist Iranian President Mohammad Khatami took office in 1996 the Iran-
Hezbollah connection declined. But some commentators believe that the election of the 
current president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has increased Iranian support for the group. 

In addition to the millions of dollars a year Iran provides to Hezbollah are weapons such 
as mortars, Sagger anti-tank guided missiles, mines, explosives and small arms. Iran is 
believed to train Hezbollah mostly by its al-Quds force in its “Imam Ali” base in northern 
Tehran. 

Israel 

Iran (along with 34 other nations) does not recognize the State of Israel. Israel claims Iran 
has a historical connection to military attacks in Israel, lending support to groups such as 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Islamic Jihad. Recently they have been accused of taking control 
of "many terrorist cells" in Yasser Arafat's Fatah Movement in Palestine and Israel 
believes they are the architects of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades. Israeli intelligence 
believes that Iran controls the majority of terrorism in Israel. 

Iran has had public diplomatic relations with Hamas since the 1990s when they invited 
representatives to attend the Foreign Ministry's institute that studies international and 
political affairs. In 1992 several million dollars were transferred to Hamas’ account, 
including money originating from the Iranian “Fund for the Martyrs”, which grants 
assistance to victims of the “Palestinian Uprising”. 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad is considered the most loyal Palestinian group to Iran despite 
being Sunni. Iran is believed to provide the organization’s activists with logistic support 
and Iranian identification papers. 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

Iraq 

Claims 

Iran has been accused by the United States of giving weapons and support to the Iraqi 
insurgency. The United States State Department claim that weapons are smuggled into 
Iraq and used to arm Iran's allies among the Shiite militias, including those of the anti-
American cleric Muqtada al-Sadr and his Mahdi army. Evidence for this is that weapons, 
including mortars, rockets and munitions bear Iranian markings. U.S. commanders report 
that these bombs inflicted 30 percent of all American military casualties in Iraq ex-
cluding Anbar province, where these weapons have not been found. Furthermore U.S. 
intelligence has obtained satellite photographs of three training camps for Iraqi insurgents 
near Iran's capital where they are allegedly trained guerilla tactics, kidnapping and 
assassination. 

Admiral and United States Director of National Intelligence Michael McConnell stated in 
an interview with the Council on Foreign Relations that there is overwhelming evidence 
that Iran is arming the insurgency in Iraq, "The Iranians today, we have clear evidence, 
are providing the very weapons that are causing U.S. servicemen and women to die. 
That’s clear, that’s not refuted, that’s not hawkish, that’s not shaded. That is the fact." He 
stated that Iran is providing explosively formed projectiles, a deadly weapon to the Shiite 
militants in Iraq. 

During his address to the United States Congress on September 11, 2007, Commanding 
officer for the United States forces in Iraq, General David Petraeus noted that the 
multinational forces in Iraq have found that Iran's Quds force has provided training, 
equipment, funding, and direction to terrorists. “When we captured the leaders of these 
so-called special groups … and the deputy commander of a Lebanese Hezbollah 
department that was created to support their efforts in Iraq, we’ve learned a great deal 
about how Iran has, in fact, supported these elements and how those elements have 
carried out violent acts against our forces, Iraqi forces and innocent civilians.” 

Counter-claims 

Despite these claims, no supportive evidence has ever been made viewable to the public 
or press, and while in the past US officials made the claim that the evidence was held in 
Iraq's possession and it would be up to them to decide whether to reveal it or not, Iraqi 
officials have claimed on various occasions that in fact no such evidence exists. 

At one point in May 2008 the Iraqi military was going to present a display to press 
representatives of alleged Iranian explosives seized in Iraq, but had to cancel the showing 
when US experts discovered at the last minute that none of the explosives actually were 
of Iranian origin. 

A May 2008 TIME article detailed the speculative origins of the US' allegations against 
Iran 
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Iran has denied that it supports the Iraqi insurgency, and claims that it is the presence of 
US troops that aggravates violence. Abbas Araghchi, Iran's deputy foreign minister, said 
"For the sake of peace and stability in Iraq we need a timetable for the withdrawal of 
foreign forces. Violence in Iraq is good for no country in the region. Security of Iraq is 
our security and stability in Iraq is a necessity for peace and security in the region." Iran 
has strong ties with Iraq Shia political groups, and would rather see the Shia dominated 
government remain in power than have Iraq splinter. Iraqi prime minister Nouri Maliki 
has praised Iran for its positive and constructive stance on Iraq, including providing 
security and fighting terrorism. 

Iraqi officials, including Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, have repeatedly stated that US 
allegations of Iranian weapons smuggling are not shared by them and represent only the 
US' personal speculation. 

Taliban insurgency 

U.S. and British officials have accused Iran of giving weapons and support to the Taliban 
insurgency in Afghanistan. Chris Alexander, the deputy United Nations representative to 
Kabul, has stated that the UN has seen no evidence of this, and that weapons and arms 
are principally smuggled across the porous Pakistani border. Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai has praised Iran, saying "we have had, very good, very close relations... so far, 
Iran has been a helper and a solution". 

Mohsen Rezai, former head of the Revolutionary Guards, has claimed that Iran helped to 
overthrow the Taliban, with Revolutionary Guard troops fighting alongside the Northern 
Alliance in the months following the September 11, 2001 attacks. 

TIME Magazine described Iran as "implacably hostile to the Taliban over that 
movement's extremist theology and over its killing of Afghan Shiite Muslims. In 1999, 
Iran almost went to war against the Taliban after its militia killed eight Iranian diplomats 
and a journalist after capturing a predominantly Shiite town, and has worked together 
with Russia to support anti-Taliban opposition forces." 

The Islamic government of Iran has a hardline policy against drugs. More than 3,000 
security personnel have been killed in armed clashes with drug traffickers since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. This has often brought the government of Iran into direct conflict with 
the Taliban, which controls the drug trade in neighbouring Afghanistan, and uses Iran as 
the first step in transit routes to western Europe. 

Other allegations 

Along with the above allegations, Iran is also accused of other acts of terrorism. 
Including: 

• The 1988 murder and kidnapping of Colonel William Higgins in Lebanon. 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

• The Fatwa placed on Indian-born British author Salman Rushdie for his novel The 
Satanic Verses. In April 1996, Mohammad Yazdi, the head of Iran's judiciary 
stated that "[the fatwah on Rushdie] will finally be carried out someday". 

• Attempting to disrupt the talks at the Madrid Conference in the early 1990s.  
o October 28, 1991 - An American Sergeant's car is detonated in Istanbul, 

Turkey, the Turkish Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility. 
o October 29, 1991 - A rocket is fired at the American Embassy in Beirut. 

The Revolutionary Arab Forces claimed responsibility in protest against 
the Peace Process. 

o October 30, 1991 - A rocket is fired at the Spanish Consulate in Zidon. 
• Concerns have been raised in December 2007 by the United States and allies 

about Iran's involvement in the nation of Nicaragua 
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Chapter- 2 

Pakistan and State Terrorism 

 

 
Pakistan has been accused by Bangladesh, India, Afghanistan, Iran and other nations 
(including the United States, and the United Kingdom) of its involvement in the terrorism 
in Kashmir, India and Afghanistan. Satellite imagery from the FBI and data produced by 
India's Research and Analysis Wing suggest the existence of several terrorist camps in 
Pakistan, with at least one militant admitting to being trained in the country. The JKLF, a 
militant outfit considered a terrorist group by the Indian government, has admitted to 
having more than 3,000 of its militants trained in Pakistan. Many nonpartisan sources 
believe that officials within Pakistan’s military and the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
sympathize with and aid Islamic terrorists, saying that the "ISI has provided covert but 
well-documented support to terrorist groups active in Kashmir, including the al-Qaeda 
affiliate Jaish-e-Mohammed". Though Pakistan had previously denied involvement in 
terrorist activities in Kashmir, President Asif Ali Zardari admitted in July 2010 that 
terrorist outfits had been "deliberately created and nurtured" by past governments "as a 
policy to achieve some short-term tactical objectives". In October 2010, former Pakistan 
President and former head of the Pakistan Army Pervez Musharraf revealed that Pakistani 
armed forces trained militant groups to fight Indian forces in Kashmir. Many Kashmiri 
militant groups designated as terrorist organizations by the US still maintain their 
headquarters in Pakistan-administered Kashmir. This is cited by the Indian government as 
further proof that Pakistan supports terrorism. Many of the terrorist organisations are 
banned by the UN, but continue to operate under different names. Even the normally 
reticent United Nations Organization (UNO) has also publicly increased pressure on 
Pakistan on its inability to control its Afghanistan border and not restricting the activities 
of Taliban leaders who have been declared by the UN as terrorists. Both the federal and 
state governments in India continue to accuse Pakistan of helping several banned terrorist 
organizations like ULFA in Assam. Experts believe that the ISI has also been involved in 
training and supplying Chechen militants. 

Background 

Until Pakistan became a key ally in the War on Terrorism, the US Secretary of State 
included Pakistan on the 1993 list of countries which repeatedly provide support for acts 
of international terrorism. The recent 2006 transatlantic aircraft plot is also blamed by 
various sections in the media as being the handiwork of elements in the Pakistani 
administration. Press editorials from around the world have consistently and strongly 
condemned Pakistan's "terror exports". In fact, many consider that Pakistan has been 
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playing both sides in the fight against terror, on the one hand helping to curtail terrorist 
activities while on the other, stoking it. Even the noted Pakistani journalist Ahmed 
Rashid has accused Pakistan's ISI of providing help to the Taliban, a statement echoed by 
many, including author Ted Galen Carpenter, who states that Pakistan has "assisted rebel 
forces in Kashmir even though those groups have committed terrorist acts against 
civilians". Author Gordon Thomas states that whilst aiding in the capture of Al Qaeda 
members, Pakistan "still sponsored terrorist groups in the disputed state of Kashmir, 
funding, training and arming them in their war on attrition against India".</ref> Journalist 
Stephen Schwartz notes that several terrorist and criminal groups are "backed by senior 
officers in the Pakistani army, the country's ISI intelligence establishment and other 
armed bodies of the state". According to the author Daniel Byman, "Pakistan is probably 
today's most active sponsor of terrorism." Gordon Brown, former Prime Minister of the 
UK, recently stated that seventy-five percent of the terror plots in the UK had links to 
Pakistan. Writing in The Australian Foreign, editor Greg Sheridan commented, 
"following the terror massacres in Mumbai, Pakistan may now be the single biggest state 
sponsor of terrorism, beyond even Iran. Yet it has never been listed by the US State 
Department as a state sponsor of terrorism". 

Inter-Services Intelligence and terrorism 

Pakistan's intelligence agency, the ISI, has often been accused of playing a role in major 
terrorist attacks across the world including the September 11, 2001 attacks in the United 
States, terrorism in Kashmir, the July 2006 Mumbai Train Bombings, the July 2005 
London bombings, the 2001 Indian Parliament attack, the 2006 Varanasi bombings, the 
August 2007 Hyderabad bombings and the November 2008 Mumbai attacks. The ISI is 
also accused of supporting Taliban forces and recruiting and training mujahideen to fight 
in Afghanistan and Kashmir. Based on communication intercepts, US intelligence 
agencies concluded Pakistan's ISI was behind the attack on the Indian embassy in Kabul 
on July 7, 2008, a charge that the governments of India and Afghanistan had laid 
previously. The Afghan President Hamid Karzai, who has regularly reiterated allegations 
that militants operating training camps in Pakistan have used it as a launch platform to 
attack targets in Afghanistan, urged Western military allies to target extremist hideouts in 
neighbouring Pakistan. In response to the growing extremism from Pakistan, the US has 
started bombing select terrorist hideouts within Pakistan, as well as raiding villages in 
Pakistan to capture and kill suspected Al-Qaeda and Taliban members hiding in the 
country. 

Links to Islamic terrorist groups 

Pakistan is said to be a haven for terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda, Lashkar-e-Omar, 
Lashkar-e-Toiba, and Sipah-e-Sahaba. Pakistan is accused of giving aid to the Taliban, 
"which include[s] soliciting funding for the Taliban, bankrolling Taliban operations, 
providing diplomatic support as the Taliban's virtual emissaries abroad, arranging 
training for Taliban fighters, recruiting skilled and unskilled manpower to serve in 
Taliban armies, planning and directing offensives, providing and facilitating shipments of 
ammunition and fuel, and on several occasions apparently directly providing combat 
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support," as stated by the Human Rights Watch. The US has stated that the next attack on 
the US could originate in Pakistan. Another militant outfit, the JKLF, has openly 
admitted that more than 3,000 militants from various nationalities were still being trained. 
Other resources also concur, stating that Pakistan’s military and ISI both include 
personnel who sympathize with and help Islamic militants, adding that "ISI has provided 
covert but well-documented support to terrorist groups active in Kashmir, including 
Jaish-e-Mohammed." Pakistan has denied any involvement in the terrorist activities in 
Kashmir, arguing that it only provides political and moral support to the secessionist 
groups. Many Kashmiri groups also maintain their headquarters in Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir, which is cited as further proof by the Indian Government. The normally reticent 
United Nations Organization (UNO) has also publicly increased pressure on Pakistan on 
its inability to control its Afghanistan border and not restricting the activities of Taliban 
leaders who have been declared by the UN as terrorists. 

But this trend seems to have come to a halt as the Pakistan Army continues to mount 
massive military operations against the Taliban and other militants in the country's Tribal 
Areas. This has resulted in the Taliban regularly attacking Pakistan Army convoys and 
encampments, even killing civilians that help the Pakistan Army. In what was seen as a 
reversal of trends and a failure of NATO forces in Afghanistan, 600 Taliban fighters 
crossed the border from Afghanistan into Pakistan on January 11, 2009 but were made to 
retreat by a contingent of the Pakistan Army. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan has been 
branded frequently as a "Haven for Terrorism" and is considered among the most 
dangerous nations in the world. The country, with the second largest Muslim population 
in the world, harbours some of the most dangerous Islamic terrorist organizations in the 
world, including the Lashkar-e-Toiba, the Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen 
and the Hizbul Mujahideen. The Pakistani intelligence agency, the ISI, is believed to be 
aiding these organizations in eradicating perceived enemies or those opposed to their 
cause, including India, Russia, China, Israel, the US, the UK and other members of 
NATO. 

Terrorism in Afghanistan 

US intelligence officials claim that Pakistan's ISI sponsored the 2008 Indian embassy 
bombing in Kabul. They say that the ISI officers who aided the attack were not been 
renegades, indicating that their actions might have been authorized by superiors. The 
attack was carried out by Jalaluddin Haqqani, who runs a network that Western 
intelligence services say is responsible for a campaign of violence throughout 
Afghanistan, including the Indian Embassy bombing and the 2008 Kabul Serena Hotel 
attack. 
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Terrorism in India 

 
 
A DMU train proceeds towards Budgam amid heavy snowfall, as an Indian security 
personnel guards it from separatists allegedly sponsored by the Pakistani Army and the 
ISI. 

The government of Pakistan has been accused of aiding terrorist organizations operating 
on their soil who have attacked neighboring India. Pakistan denies all allegations, stating 
that these acts are committed by non-state actors. The country has had a history of 
instability and military coups with General Pervez Musharraf coming to power after 
overthrowing Nawaf Sharif in 1999 and with Asif Zardari coming to power with the 
assassination of his wife Benazir Bhutto, allegedly by the Taliban and Al Qaeda, in 2008. 
The country also blames the US and India for inciting terrorism on their soil and supports 
Al Qaeda. 

India alleged that the recent 2008 Mumbai attacks originated in Pakistan, and that the 
attackers were in touch with a Pakistani colonel and other handlers in Pakistan. This led 
to a UN ban on one such organisation, the Jama'at-ud-Da'wah, which the Pakistani 
government has yet to enforce. 
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Chapter- 3 

Russia and States Terrorism 

 

 
Terrorism in Russia has a long history starting from the times of the Russian Empire. 
Terrorism, in the modern sense, means violence against civilians to achieve political or 
ideological objectives by creating fear. Terrorism tactics, such as hostage-taking, were 
widely used by the Soviet secret agencies, most notably during the Red Terror and Great 
Terror campaigns, against the population of their own country, according to Karl Kautsky 
and other historians of Bolshevism. 

Starting from the end of the 20th century, significant terrorist activity has taken place in 
Moscow, most notably apartment bombings and the Moscow theater hostage crisis. Many 
more acts of terrorism have been committed in Chechnya, Dagestan, and other parts of 
the country. Some of them became a matter of significant controversy, since journalists 
and scholars claimed them to be directed by the Russian secret services, often through 
their Chechen agent provocateurs. 

Russian terrorism in 19th century 

German Social Democrat Karl Kautsky and other authors trace the origins of Russian 
terrorism to the "Reign of Terror" of the French Revolution. Others emphasize the role of 
Russian revolutionary movements of the 19th century, and especially Narodnaya Volya 
("People's Will") and the Nihilist movement, which included several thousand followers. 
"People's Will" organized one of the first political terrorism campaign in history. In 
March 1881, it assassinated the Emperor of Russia Alexander II, who twenty years earlier 
had emancipated the Russian serfs. 

Important ideologists of these groups were Mikhail Bakunin and Sergey Nechayev, who 
was described in Fyodor Dostoevsky's novel The Possessed. Nechaev argued that the 
purpose of revolutionary terror is not to gain a support of masses, but to the contrary, 
inflict misery and fear on the common population. According to Nechayev, a 
revolutionary must terrorize civilians to incite rebellions. He wrote: 

"A revolutionary "must infiltrate all social formations including the police. He must 
exploit rich and influential people, subordinating them to himself. He must aggravate the 
miseries of the common people, so as to exhaust their patience and incite them to rebel. 
And, finally, he must ally himself with the savage word of the violent criminal, the only 
true revolutionary in Russia". 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

"The Revolutionist is a doomed man. He has no private interests, no affairs, sentiments, 
ties, property nor even a name of his own. His entire being is devoured by one purpose, 
one thought, one passion - the revolution. Heart and soul, not merely by word but by 
deed, he has severed every link with the social order and with the entire civilized world; 
with the laws, good manners, conventions, and morality of that world. He is its merciless 
enemy and continues to inhabit it with only one purpose - to destroy it." 

According to historian and writer Edvard Radzinsky, the Nechayev's ideas and tactics 
were widely used by Joseph Stalin and other Russian revolutionaries. 

Terrorism, both political and agrarian, was central to the strategy of Socialist-
Revolutionary Party. The "SR Combat Organization", responsible for assassinating 
government officials, was led by Grigory Gershuni and operated separately from the 
party so as not to jeopardize its political actions. SRCO agents assassinated two Ministers 
of the Interior, Dmitry Sipyagin and V. K. von Plehve, Grand Duke Sergei Alek-
sandrovich, the Governor of Ufa N. M. Bogdanovich, and many other high ranking 
officials. 

Soviet Union 

Red terror 

The policy of Red terror in Soviet Russia served to frighten the civilian population and 
exterminate certain social groups considered as "ruling classes" or enemies of the people. 
Karl Kautsky said about Red Terror: "Among the phenomena for which Bolshevism has 
been responsible, Terrorism, which begins with the abolition of every form of freedom of 
the Press, and ends in a system of wholesale execution, is certainly the most striking and 
the most repellent of all.. Kautsky recognized that Red Terror represented a variety of 
terrorism because it was indiscriminate, intended to frighten the civilian population, and 
included taking and executing hostages ". Martin Latsis, chief of the Ukrainian Cheka 
emphasized that Red terror was an extrajudicial punishment: 

"Do not look in the file of incriminating evidence to see whether or not the accused rose 
up against the Soviets with arms or words. Ask him instead to which class he belongs, 
what is his background, his education, his profession. These are the questions that will 
determine the fate of the accused. That is the meaning and essence of the Red Terror." 

One of most common terrorist practices was hostage-taking. A typical report from a 
Cheka department stated: "Yaroslavl Province, 23 June 1919. The uprising of deserters in 
the Petropavlovskaya volost has been put down. The families of the deserters have been 
taken as hostages. When we started to shoot one person from each family, the Greens 
began to come out of the woods and surrender. Thirty-four deserters were shot as an 
example". 
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Internal Soviet terror 

The Great Purge refers collectively to several related campaigns of political repression 
and persecution in the Soviet Union orchestrated by Joseph Stalin during the 1930s, 
which removed all of his remaining opposition from power. It involved the purge of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the persecution of unaffiliated persons, both 
occurring within a period characterized by omnipresent police surveillance, widespread 
suspicion of "saboteurs", imprisonment, and killings. In the Western World, this was 
referred to as "the Great Terror". 

Contemporary Russia 

Threat of Islamic terrorism 

Islamic terrorism is considered a major threat to the security of the nation with most 
terrorist activity taking place in Chechnya and Dagestan. The Russian government has 
banned seventeen terrorist organizations; the Highest Military Majlisul Shura of the 
United Forces of the Mujahedeen of the Caucasus, the Congress of the Peoples of 
Ichkeria and Daghestan, Al Qaeda, Asbat an-Ansar, Egyptian Islamic Jihad, Al-Jamaa al-
Islami, Jamaat-e-Islami, Muslim Brotherhood, Hizb ut-Tahrir, Lashkar-e-Toiba, Taliban, 
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Society of Social Reforms (Jamiat al-Islah al-Ijtimai), 
Society of the Revival of Islamic Heritage (Jamiat Ihya at-Turaz al-Islami), al-Haramain 
Foundation, Junj ash-Sham (Army of the Great Syria), and the Islamic Jihad - jamaat of 
the mujahedeen. 

Many Muslims and human rights activists have criticized the government's counter-
terrorism operations, saying they unfairly target Muslims. 

1999 Russian apartment bombings 
 
 

Russian apartment bombings 

 

Location 
Russia 

(Buynaksk-Moscow-Volgodonsk) 
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Date September 4–16, 1999 

Target Low-income apartment buildings 

Attack type Time bombings 

Death(s) Nearly 300 

Injured More than 1,000 

The Russian apartment bombings were a series of explosions that hit four apartment 
blocks in the Russian cities of Buynaksk, Moscow, and Volgodonsk in September 1999, 
killing 293 people and injuring 651. The explosions occurred in Buynaksk on 4 
September, Moscow on 9 September and 13, and Volgodonsk on 16 September. Several 
other bombs were defused in Moscow at the time. 

A similar bomb was found and defused in the Russian city of Ryazan on 23 September 
1999. On the next day Federal Security Service Director Nikolai Patrushev announced 
that the Ryazan incident had been a training exercise. 

Together with the Invasion of Dagestan launched from Chechnya in August 1999 by 
Islamist militia led by Shamil Basayev and Ibn al-Khattab, the bombings caused the 
Russian Federation to launch the Second Chechen War. 

Although on 2 September 1999, the militia commander Ibn Al-Khattab announced that 
"The mujahideen of Dagestan are going to carry out reprisals in various places across 
Russia," on 14 September he denied responsibility for the blasts, adding that he was 
fighting the Russian army, not women and children. 

An official investigation of the bombings was completed by the Russian Federal Security 
Service in 2002. According to the investigation and the court ruling that followed, the 
bombings were organized by Achemez Gochiyaev, who remained at large as of 2010, and 
ordered by Ibn Al-Khattab and Abu Omar al-Saif, who were later killed. Six other 
suspects have been convicted by Russian courts. 

State Duma member Yuri Shchekochikhin filed two motions for a parliamentary 
investigation of the events, but the motions were rejected by the Duma in March 2000. 
An independent public commission to investigate the bombings was chaired by Duma 
deputy Sergei Kovalev. The commission was rendered ineffective because of government 
refusal to respond to its inquiries. The Commission's lawyer Mikhail Trepashkin was 
arrested for exposing classified information. 

The incident in Ryazan gave rise to a theory that the bombings were a "false flag" attack 
perpetrated by the FSB to justify the Second Chechen War and bring Vladimir Putin to 
power. 
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Gordon Bennett, Robert Bruce Ware, Paul J. Murphy, Henry Plater-Zyberk, Simon 
Saradzhyan, Nabi Abdullaev and Richard Sakwa criticized the conspiracy theory, 
pointing out problems such as the lack of evidence. 

Previous threats and bombings 

A bomb detonated in a crowded market in Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia-Alania on March 
19, 1999 killing 62 and injuring many. 

A Finnish journalist who in mid-August 1999, before the bombings, travelled to the 
village of Karamakhi in Dagestan, interviewed some villagers and their military 
Commander General Dzherollak. The journalist wrote: "The Wahhabis' trucks go all over 
Russia. Even one wrong move in Moscow or Makhachkala, they warn, will lead to 
bombs and bloodshed everywhere." According to the journalist the Wahhabis had told 
him, "if they start bombing us, we know where our bombs will explode." In the last days 
of August, Russian military launched an aerial bombing of the villages. 

Further bombings 

On 29 March 2010, two suicide bombers blew themselves up on the Moscow Metro, 
killing 38 people. It was conjectured that the group responsible for the Russian apartment 
bombings might also have had links to the Moscow Metro bombings. 

The bombings 

Overview 

Five apartment bombings took place and at least three attempted bombings were 
prevented. All bombing had the same "signature", judging from the nature and the 
volume of the destruction. In each case the explosive RDX was used, and the timers were 
set to go off at night and inflict the maximum number of civilian casualties. The 
explosives were placed to destroy the weakest, most critical elements of the buildings and 
force the buildings to "collapse like a house of cards". The terrorists were able to obtain 
or manufacture several tons of powerful explosives and deliver them to numerous 
destinations across Russia  

Moscow mall 

On 31 August 1999, at 20:00 local time (8:00 PM), a powerful explosion took place in a 
busy Moscow shopping center. One person was killed and 40 others injured. According 
to FSB, the explosion had been caused by a bomb of about 300g of explosives. 

Buynaksk, Dagestan 

On 4 September 1999, at 22:00 (18:00 GMT), a car bomb detonated outside a five story 
apartment building in the city of Buynaksk in Dagestan, near the border of Chechnya. 
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The building was housing Russian border guard soldiers and their families. 64 people 
were killed and 133 were injured in the explosion. Another car bomb was found and 
defused in the same town. The defused bomb was in a car containing 2,706 kilograms of 
explosives. It was discovered by local residents in a parking lot surrounded by an army 
hospital and residential buildings. 

Moscow, Pechatniki 

 
 

Bombing at Guryanova Street. One section of the building completely collapsed. 

On 9 September 1999, shortly after midnight local time, at 20:00 GMT, 300 to 400 kg of 
explosives detonated on the ground floor of an apartment building in south-east Moscow 
(19 Guryanova Street). The nine-story building was destroyed, killing 94 people inside 
and injuring 249 others. 15 nearby buildings were also damaged. A total of 108 
apartments were destroyed during the bombing. An FSB spokesman identified the 
explosive as RDX. Residents said a few minutes before the blast four men were seen 
speeding away from the building in a car. 

The President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin ordered the search of 30,000 residential buildings 
in Moscow for explosives. He took personal control of the investigation of the blast. 
Vladimir Putin declared 13 September a day of mourning for the victims of the attacks. 

Moscow, Kashirskoye highway 

On 13 September 1999, at 5:00 a.m., a large bomb exploded in a basement of an 
apartment block on Kashirskoye Highway in southern Moscow, about 6 km from the 
place of the last attack. 118 people died and 200 were injured. This was the deadliest 
blast in the chain of bombings. The eight-story building was flattened, littering the street 
with debris and throwing some concrete pieces hundreds of yards away. 
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Moscow, attempted bombings 

According to FSB public relations director Alexander Zdanovich and Oksana Yablokova 
of The Moscow Times, official investigators defused explosives on Borisovskiye Prudy 
street in Moscow 14 September 1999. Yuri Felshtinsky and Alexander Litvinenko added 
a site in the Liublino district and another in Kapotnya to the list of caches. Satter wrote 
that three attempted bombings were prevented. 

According to the messages received by Yuri Felshtinsky and by Prima News agency from 
someone claiming to be Achemez Gochiyaev, on 13 September 1999 a bomb was 
defused in a building in the Kapotnya area. A warehouse containing several tons of 
explosives and six timing devices was found at Borisovskiye Prudy. The author of the 
messages wrote that he called the police and warned about the bombing locations, which 
helped to prevent a large number of further casualties. Gochiyaev or his impersonators 
claimed that he was framed by his old acquaintance, an FSB officer who asked him to 
rent basements "as storage facilities" at four locations where bombs were later found. 

Volgodonsk 

A truck bomb exploded on 16 September 1999, outside a nine-story apartment complex 
in the southern Russian city of Volgodonsk, killing 17 people and injuring 69. The 
bombing took place at 5:57 am. Surrounding buildings were also damaged. The blast also 
happened nine miles from a nuclear power plant. Prime Minister Putin signed a decree 
calling on law enforcement and other agencies to develop plans within three days to 
protect industry, transportation, communications, food processing centers and nuclear 
complexes. 

Ryazan incident 

At 8:30 P.M. on 22 September, 1999, a resident of an apartment building in the city of 
Ryazan noticed two suspicious men who carried sacks into the basement from a car with 
a Moscow license plate. He alerted the police, but by the time they arrived the car and the 
men were gone. The policemen found three 50 kg sacks of white powder in the basement. 
A detonator and a timing device were attached and armed. The timer was set to 5:30 AM. 
Yuri Tkachenko, the head of the local bomb squad, disconnected the detonator and the 
timer and tested the three sacks of white substance with a "MO-2" gas analyzer. The 
device detected traces of RDX, the military explosive used in all previous bombings. 
Police and rescue vehicles converged from different parts of the city, and 30,000 
residents were evacuated from the area. 1,200 local police officers armed with automatic 
weapons set up roadblocks on highways around the city and started patrolling railroad 
stations and airports to hunt the terrorists down. 

At 1:30 A.M. on 23 September, the explosive engineers took a bit of substance from the 
suspicious-looking sacks to a firing ground located some kilometers away from Ryazan 
for testing. During the substance tests at that area they tried to explode it by means of a 
detonator, but their efforts failed, the substance was not detonated, and the explosion did 
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not occur. At 5 A.M. Radio Rossiya reported about the attempted bombing noting that the 
bomb was set up to go off at 5:30 A.M. In the morning, "Ryazan resembled a city under 
siege". Composite sketches of three suspected terrorists, two men and a woman, were 
posted everywhere in the city and shown on TV. At 8:00 A.M. Russian television 
reported the attempt to blow out the building in Ryzan and identified the explosive used 
in the bomb as RDX. Vladimir Rushailo announced later that police prevented a terrorist 
act. A news block at 4 p.m. reported that the explosives failed to detonate during their 
testing outside the city 

At 7 P.M. Prime Minister of Russia Vladimir Putin praised the vigilance of the 
Ryazanians and called for the air bombing of the Chechen capital Grozny in response to 
the terrorism acts. He said: 

“ If the sacks which proved to contain explosive were noticed, 
that means there is a positive side to it, if only the fact that the 
public is reacting correctly to the events taking place in our 
country today. I'd like ...to thank the public... No panic, no 
sympathy for the bandits. ” 

Later, the same evening, a telephone service employee in Ryazan tapped into long 
distance phone conversations and managed to detect a talk in which an out-of-town 
person suggested to others that they "split up" and "make your own way out". That 
person's number was traced to a telephone exchange unit serving FSB offices. When 
arrested, the detainees produced FSB identification cards. They were soon released on 
orders from Moscow. 

On 24 September, FSB director Nikolai Patrushev announced that the exercise was 
carried out to test responses after the earlier blasts. The Ryzan FSB "reacted with fury" 
and issued a statement saying: 

“ This announcement came as a surprise to us and appeared at the 
moment when the ...FSB had identified the places of residence 
in Ryazan of those involved in planting the explosive device and 
was prepared to detain them. ” 

FSB issued a public apology about the incident. 
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Related events 

Ryazan incident controversy 

Official explanation of the Ryazan incident 

The Russia's General Prosecutor's Office, answering a parliamentary inquiry about 
apartment bombings in 2002 reported that  
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“ The investigation showed that to execute certain theses of the mutual 
order issued by the FSB Director and Russia's Minister of Internal Affairs 
about performing the Vortex-Antiterror operation, command of a special 
FSB unit approved a plan/task in 20 September 1999, which implied 
assembling groups of fake terrorists to be sent into certain regional cities, 
with the aim to test the security protection of vital infrastructure objects 
and apartments houses and to evaluate efficiency of undertaken special 
investigative techniques and regime measures.  

A team of three was assigned to enter Ryazan, study the current situation, 
and evaluate measures taken by the local law enforcement bodies to 
counteract possible terrorist acts. They were also to select convenient 
places to perform a "diversion" (apartments of the ground floor and the 
floor above in apartment houses, underground or different rooms in 
inhabited buildings), buy from three to five sacks of sugar and store them 
at the selected place, and manufacture mock-ups of explosive detonators 
to be placed on the sacks. 

The team arrived in Ryazan on 20 September 1999, in a car with license 
plate VAZ-2107. During the day of 21 September 1999 they studied the 
city, the local situation and selected the required object. They chose the 
house 14/16 at Novosyolov Street, since it matched their task the best — 
there were a local police office and a big store nearby, and the entrance 
door to the basement was broken. On the morning of 22 September 1999, 
at a local market, they bought three sacks of sugar, and batteries and 
clocks with which to manufacture a mock detonator. In the "Kolchuga" 
store they bought a 12-gauge shotgun cartridge. At about 9 PM, the sacks 
of sugar were delivered to the house and brought into the basement; the 
mock detonator was installed on one of sacks... 

Investigation showed that ... operation in the city of Ryazan was not 
planned and carried out in the proper way, in particular, the question 
about limits of this action was not regulated, and there was no provision 
for informing local [security] bodies or police about the training nature of 
the installation in case it was unveiled. 

Along with that, actions of FSB employees did not have dangerous 
consequences for the society and did not lead to violations of rights and 
interests secured by the Law. ” 

Explosives in Ryazan 

The Russian Deputy Prosecutor declared in 2002 that a comprehensive testing of the 
samples showed no traces of any explosives, and that sacks from Ryazan contained only 
sugar. However Yuri Tkachenko, the police explosives expert who defused the Ryazan 
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bomb, insisted that it was real. Tkachenko said that the explosives, including a timer, a 
power source, and a detonator were genuine military equipment and obviously prepared 
by a professional. He also said that the gas analyzer that tested the vapors coming from 
the sacks unmistakably indicated the presence of RDX. Tkachenko said that it was out of 
the question that the analyzer could have malfunctioned, as the gas analyzer was of world 
class quality, cost $20,000, and was maintained by a specialist who worked according to 
a strict schedule, checking the analyzer after each use and making frequent prophylactic 
checks. Tkachenko pointed out that meticulous care in the handling of the gas analyzer 
was a necessity because the lives of the bomb squad experts depended on the reliability 
of their equipment. The police officers who answered the original call and discovered the 
bomb also insisted that it was obvious from its appearance that the substance in the bomb 
was not sugar. 

At a press conference on the occasion of the Federal Security Service Employee Day in 
December 2001 Yury Tkachenko, the police explosives expert who defused the Ryazan 
bomb, said that the gas analyzer had not been used. He added that the detonator was a 
hunting cartridge and that it would not be able to detonate any known explosives. 

The type of explosives controversy 

It was initially reported by the FSB that the explosives used by the terrorists was RDX (or 
"hexogen"). However, it was officially declared later that the explosive was not RDX, but 
a mixture of aluminum powder, niter (saltpeter), sugar, and TNT prepared by the 
perpetrators in a concrete mixer at a fertilizer factory in Urus-Martan, Chechnya. RDX is 
produced in only one factory in Russia, in the city of Perm. According to Satter, the FSB 
changed the story about the type of explosive, since it was difficult to explain how huge 
amounts of RDX disappeared from the closely guarded Perm facility. 

A military storage with RDX disguised as "sugar" 

In March 2000, the Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta reported the account of Private 
Alexei Pinyaev of the 137th Regiment who guarded a military facility near the city of 
Ryazan. He was surprised to see that "a storehouse with weapons and ammunition" 
contained sacks with the word "sugar" on them. The two paratroopers cut a hole in one of 
the bags and made tea with the sugar taken from the bag. But the taste of the tea was 
terrible. They became suspicious since people were talking about the explosions. The 
substance turned out to be hexogen. After the newspaper report, FSB officers "descended 
on Pinyaev's unit", accused them of "divulging a state secret", and told them "You guys 
can't even imagine what serious business you've got yourselves tangled up in." The 
regiment later sued Novaya Gazeta for insulting the honor of the Russian Army, since 
there was no Private Alexei Pinyaev in the regiment, according to their statement. At an 
FSB press conference Private Pinyaev stated that there was no hexogen in the 137th 
Airborne Regiment and that he was hospitalized in December 1999 and no longer visited 
the range. 
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Incident in Russian Parliament 

On 13 September, just hours after the second explosion in Moscow, Russian Duma 
speaker Gennadiy Seleznyov of the Communist Party made an announcement: "I have 
just received a report. According to information from Rostov-on-Don, an apartment 
building in the city of Volgodonsk was blown up last night". However, the bombing in 
Volgodonsk took place three days later, on 16 September. When the Volgodonsk 
bombing happened, Vladimir Zhirinovsky demanded an explanation in the Duma, but 
Seleznev turned his microphone off. 

Two years later, in March 2002, Seleznyov claimed in an interview that he had been 
referring to an unrelated hand grenade-based explosion, which did not kill anyone and did 
not destroy any buildings, and which indeed happened in Volgodonsk. It remains unclear 
why Seleznyov reported such an insignificant incident to the Russian Parliament and why 
he did not explain the misunderstanding to Zhirinovsky and other Duma members. 

FSB defector Alexander Litvinenko described this as "the usual Kontora mess up": 
"Moscow-2 was on the 13th and Volgodonsk on 16th, but they got it to the speaker the 
other way around," he said. Investigator Mikhail Trepashkin confirmed that the man who 
gave Seleznev the note was indeed an FSB officer. 

Sealing of all materials by Russian Duma 

The Russian Duma rejected two motions for parliamentary investigation of the Ryazan 
incident. The Duma, on a pro-Kremlin party-line vote, voted to seal all materials related 
to the Ryazan incident for the next 75 years and forbade an investigation into what 
happened. 

Arrest of independent investigator Trepashkin 

The commission of Sergei Kovalev asked lawyer Mikhail Trepashkin to investigate the 
case. Trepashkin found that the basement of one of the bombed buildings was rented by 
FSB officer Vladimir Romanovich and that the latter was witnessed by several people. 
However, Trepashkin was unable to bring the evidence to court, because he was arrested 
by FSB in October 2003 (imprisoned in Nizhny Tagil), allegedly for "disclosing state 
secrets", just a few days before he was to make his findings public. He was sentenced by 
a military closed court to four years imprisonment. Amnesty International issued a 
statement that "there are serious grounds to believe that Mikhail Trepashkin was arrested 
and convicted under falsified criminal charges which may be politically motivated, in 
order to prevent him continuing his investigative and legal work related to the 1999 
apartment bombings in Moscow and other cities". Romanovich subsequently died in a hit 
and run accident in Cyprus. According to Trepashkin, his supervisors and people from 
the FSB promised not to arrest him if he left the Kovalev commission and started 
working with the FSB "against Alexander Litvinenko". Commission chairman Kovalev 
summarized their findings as follows: "What can I tell? We can prove only one thing: 
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there was no training exercise in the city of Ryazan. Authorities do not want to answer 
any questions..." 

On 10 December 2006 Trepashkin wrote a letter to newspaper Novaya Gazeta where he 
claimed that the officials of the Regional Directorate against the Organized Crimes 
(RUOP) of Main Directorate of the Internal Affairs (GUVD) in Moscow arrested several 
people who were questioned in regards of buying and selling RDX. Soon after the arrest 
several officials from the N.P.Petrushev Directorate of FSB came to the headquarters of 
the GUVD on Shabolovka Street, took all of the material evidences, and ordered to fire 
all the officials that conducted the arrest. Later sometime in 2000 Trepashkin had 
meetings with several of the high-ranking officers from the RUOP that disclosed him the 
whole story. They offered the videocassette containing the footage that led to the arrest of 
the RDX dealers and offered to appear in court as witnesses. Trepashkin never publicized 
that to the Public Commission of the State Duma headed by Kovalev to avoid further 
involvement of the state security services. A similar videocassette possessed Aleksandr 
Litvinenko with whom Trepashkin contacted as well. Soon thereafter Trepashkin was 
arrested as a bandit and thrown in a car under a Chechen handgun loaded with seven 
bullets of the FSB officials which were accusing him in a plot against the President of the 
Russian Federation and was taken to the city of Dmitrov. The whole court process in 
regards to the bombings took place without him and behind the closed doors to avoid the 
information leak. Trepashkin was surprised how the officials of FSB found out about his 
investigations and became suspicious of couple of journalists with whom he conducted 
his investigations Levitov (survivability of whom he doubted) and V.V.Shebalin. 
Trepashkin later found that the latter disclosed everything to D.A.Paramonov, the 
member of FSB. 

Soon the controversial Litvinenko affair took place also. In January 2002 after the 
Shebalin's statement FSB confiscated the Trepashkin's PC where he had the last 
evidences of his investigations. After the FSB was not able to open the encrypted 
evidences in Trepashkin's computer they illegally destroyed it. 

Claims and denials of responsibility for the blasts 

After the first bombings, Moscow mayor Luzhkov asserted that no warning had been 
given for the attacks. A previously unknown group, protesting against growing 
consumerism in Russia, claimed responsibility for the blast. A note was found at the site 
of the explosion from the group, calling itself the Revolutionary Writers, according to the 
FSB. 

On 2 September, Al-Khattab announced: "The mujahideen of Dagestan are going to carry 
out reprisals in various places across Russia.", but Khattab would later on 14 September 
deny responsibility in the blasts, adding that he is fighting the Russian army, not women 
and children. 

On 9 September, an anonymous person, speaking with a Caucasian accent, phoned the 
Interfax news agency, saying that the blasts in Moscow and Buynaksk were "our 
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response to the bombings of civilians in the villages in Chechnya and Dagestan." In an 
interview to the Czech newspaper Lidove Noviny on 9 September, Shamil Basayev 
denied responsibility, saying: "The latest blast in Moscow is not our work, but the work 
of the Dagestanis. Russia has been openly terrorizing Dagestan, it encircled three villages 
in the centre of Dagestan, did not allow women and children to leave." A few days later 
Basayev denied that Islamist fighters were responsible for the blasts, and instead were 
connected to "Russian domestic politics." In a later interview, Basayev said he had no 
idea who was behind the bombings. "Dagestani’s could have done it, or the Russian 
special services." 

From 9 September to 13 September, AP reporter Greg Myre conducted an interview with 
Ibn Al-Khattab, in which Al-Khattab as said, "From now on, we will not only fight 
against Russian fighter jets and tanks. From now on, they will get our bombs everywhere. 
Let Russia await our explosions blasting through their cities. I swear we will do it." The 
interview was published on 15 September. In a subsequent interview with Interfax, al-
Khattab denied involvement in the bombings, saying "We would not like to be akin to 
those who kill sleeping civilians with bombs and shells." 

On 15 September, an unidentified man, again speaking with a Caucasian accent, called 
the ITAR-TASS news agency, claiming to represent a group called the Liberation Army 
of Dagestan. He said that the explosions in Buynaksk and Moscow were carried out by 
his organization. According to him, the attacks were a retaliation to the deaths of Muslim 
women and children during Russian air raids in Dagestan. "We will answer death with 
death," the caller said. Russian officials from both the Interior Ministry and FSB, at the 
time, expressed skepticism over the claims. Sergei Bogdanov, of the FSB press service in 
Moscow, said that the words of a previously unknown individual representing a semi-
mythical organization should not be considered as reliable. Mr. Bogdanov insisted that 
the organization had nothing to do with the bombing. On 15 September 1999 a Dagestani 
official also denied the existence of a "Dagestan Liberation Army". 

Evidence that the bombings were staged 

In his book Darkness at Dawn Satter reported that on 6 June 1999, three months before 
the bombings, Swedish journalist Jan Blomgren wrote in Svenska Dagbladet that one of 
options considered by the Kremlin leaders was "a series of terror bombings in Moscow 
that could be blamed on the Chechens." Satter also noted that on 22 July, the Moscow 
newspaper Moskovskaya Pravda published leaked documents about an operation, "Storm 
in Moscow", which, by organizing terrorist acts to cause chaos, would bring about a state 
of emergency, thus saving the Yeltsin regime. 

Duma member Konstantin Borovoi said that he had been "warned by an agent of Russian 
military intelligence of a wave of terrorist bombings" prior to the blasts. 
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Investigations and theories 

Criminal investigation and court ruling 

The official investigation was concluded in 2002. According to the Russian State 
Prosecutor office, all apartment bombings were executed under command of ethnic 
Karachay Achemez Gochiyayev. The operations were planned by Ibn al-Khattab and Abu 
Omar al-Saif, Arab militants fighting in Chechnya on the side of Chechen insurgents. 
Both Russia and USA accuse Al-Khattab of having direct links with Al-Qaida, though 
Khattab himself has always denied this. Al-Khattab and al-Saif were later killed during 
the Second Chechen War. The planning was carried out in Khattab's guerilla camps in 
Chechnya, "Caucasus" in Shatoy and "Taliban" in Avtury, according to the prosecution. 
Gochiyaev's group was trained at Chechen rebel bases in the towns of Serzhen-Yurt and 
Urus-Martan. The group's "technical instructors" were two Arab field commanders, Abu 
Umar and Abu Djafar, Al-Khattab was the bombings' brainchild. The explosives were 
prepared at a fertilizer factory in Urus-Martan Chechnya, by "mixing aluminium powder, 
nitre and sugar in a concrete mixer", or by also putting their RDX and TNT. From there 
they were sent to a food storage facility in Kislovodsk, which was managed by an uncle 
of one of the terrorists, Yusuf Krymshakhalov. Another conspirator, Ruslan Magayayev, 
leased a KamAZ truck in which the sacks were stored for two months. After everything 
was planned, the participants were organized into several groups which then transported 
the explosives to different cities. 

Court ruling on events in Moscow 

Al-Khattab paid Gochiyayev $500,000 to carry out the attacks at Guryanova Street, 
Kashirskoye Highway, and Borisovskiye Prudy, and then helped to hide Gochiyayev and 
his accomplices in Chechnya. In early September, 1999, Magayayev, Krymshamkhalov, 
Batchayev and Dekkushev reloaded the cargo into a Mercedes-Benz 2236 trailer and 
delivered it to Moscow. En route, they were protected from possible complications by an 
accomplice, Khakim Abayev, who accompanied the trailer in another car. In Moscow 
they were met by Achemez Gochiyayev, who registered in Hotel Altai under the fake 
name "Laipanov", and Denis Saitakov. The explosives were left in a warehouse in Ulitsa 
Krasnodonskaya, which was leased by pseudo-Laipanov (Gochiyayev.) The next day, the 
explosives were delivered in "ZIL-5301" vans to three addresses – Ulitsa Guryanova, 
Kashirskoye Shosse and Ulitsa Borisovskiye Prudy, where pseudo-Laipanov leased 
cellars. Gochiyayev supervised the placement of the bombs in the rented cellars. Next 
followed the explosions at the former two addresses. The explosion at 16 Borisovskiye 
Prudy was prevented. Batchayev and Krymshakhalov admitted transporting a truckload 
of explosives to Moscow but said "they have never been in touch with Chechen warlords 
and did not know Gochiyaev". They said that someone "who posed as a jihad leader had 
duped them into the operation" by hiring them to transport his explosives, and they later 
realized this man was working for the FSB. They claimed that bombings were directed by 
German Ugryumov who supervised the FSB Alpha and Vympel special forces units at 
that time. 
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Court ruling on events in Buinaksk 

The 4 September Buinaksk bombings were ordered by Al-Khattab, who promised the 
bombers $300,000 to drive their truck bombs into the center of the compound, which 
would have destroyed four apartment buildings simultaneously. However, the bombers 
parked on an adjacent street instead and blew up only one building. At the trial they 
complained that Khattab had not given them all the money he owed them. One of the 
bombers confessed working for Al-Khattab, but claimed he did not know the explosives 
were intended to blow up the military apartment buildings. 

Court ruling on events in Volgodonsk 

According to Dekkushev's confession he, together with Krymshamkhalov and Batchayev, 
prepared the explosives, transported them to Volgodonsk, and randomly picked the 
apartment building on Octyabrskoye Shosse to blow up. Abu Omar had promised to pay 
him for the job, but Dekkushev never got a single kopeck. According to Dekkushev, it 
wasn't the FSB that ordered the bombing, as Berezovsky later claimed, but the United 
States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

Sentences 

Two members of Gochiyayev's group, which had carried out the attacks, Adam 
Dekkushev and Yusuf Crymshamhalov, have both been sentenced to life terms in a 
special-regime colony. Both defendants have pleaded guilty only to some of the charges. 
For instance, Dekkushev acknowledged that he knew the explosives he transported were 
to be used for an act of terror. Dekkushev also confirmed Gochiyaev's role in the attacks. 
Dekkushev was extradited to Russia on 14 April 2002 to stand trial. Crymshamhalov was 
apprehended and extradicted to Moscow. In 2000, six bombers involved in the Buynaksk 
attack were arrested in Azerbaijan and convicted of the bombing. Achemez Gochiyaev, 
the head of the group that carried out the attacks and allegedly the main organizer, 
remains a fugitive, and is under an international search warrant. In a statement released in 
January, 2004, the FSB said, "until we arrest Gochiyayev, the investigation of the 
apartment bloc bombings of 1999 will not be finished." 

Suspects and accused 

In September 1999, hundreds of Chechen nationals (out of the more than 100,000 
permanently living in Moscow) were briefly detained and interrogated in Moscow, as a 
wave of anti-Chechen sentiments swept the city. All of them turned out to be innocent. 
According to the official investigation, the following people either delivered explosives, 
stored them, or harbored other suspects: 

• Ibn al-Khattab (a Saudi-born Mujahid), who was killed by the FSB in 2002. 
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Moscow bombings 

• Achemez Gochiyayev (an ethnic Karachai, has not been arrested; he is still at 
large) 

• Denis Saitakov (an ethnic Tatar from Uzbekistan, killed in Georgia in 1999–2000) 
• Khakim Abayev (An ethnic Karachai, killed by FSB special forces in May 2004 

in Ingushetia) 
• Ravil Akhmyarov (a Russian citizen, Surname indicates an ethnic Tatar, killed in 

Chechnya in 1999–2000) 
• Yusuf Krymshamkhalov (an ethnic Karachai and Resident of Kislovodsk, arrested 

in Georgia in December 2002, extradited to Russia and sentenced to life 
imprisonment in January 2004, after a two-month secret trial held without a jury) 

• Stanislav Lyubichev (a traffic police inspector, resident of Kislovodsk, Stavropol 
Krai, who helped the truck with explosives pass the checkpoint after getting a 
sack of sugar as a bribe, sentenced to 4 years in May 2003) 

Volgodonsk bombing 

• Timur Batchayev (an ethnic Karachai, killed in Georgia in the clash with police 
during which Krymshakhalov was arrested) 

• Zaur Batchayev (an ethnic Karachai killed in Chechnya in 1999–2000) 
• Adam Dekkushev (an ethnic Karachai, arrested in Georgia, threw a grenade at 

police during the arrest, extradited to Russia and sentenced to life imprisonment 
in January 2004, after a two-month secret trial held without a jury) 

Buinaksk bombing 

• Isa Zainutdinov (an ethnic Avar and native of Dagestan, sentenced to life 
imprisonment in March 2001) 

• Alisultan Salikhov (an ethnic Avar and native of Dagestan, sentenced to life 
imprisonment in March 2001) 

• Magomed Salikhov (an ethnic Avar and native of Dagestan, arrested in 
Azerbaijan in November 2004, extradited to Russia, found not guilty on the 
charge of terrorism by the jury on 24 January 2006; found guilty of participating 
in an armed force and illegal crossing of the national border, he was retried again 
on the same charges on 13 November 2006 and again found not guilty, this time 
on all charges, including the ones he was found guilty of in the first trial. 
According to Kommersant Salikhov admitted that he made a delivery of paint to 
Dagestan for Ibn al-Khattab, although he was not sure what was really delivered.) 

• Ziyavudin Ziyavudinov (a native of Dagestan, arrested in Kazakhstan, extradited 
to Russia, sentenced to 24 years in April 2002) 

• Abdulkadyr Abdulkadyrov (an ethnic Avar and native of Dagestan, sentenced to 9 
years in March 2001) 

• Magomed Magomedov (Sentenced to 9 years in March 2001) 
• Zainutdin Zainutdinov (an ethnic Avar and native of Dagestan, sentenced to 3 

years in March 2001 and immediately released under amnesty) 
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• Makhach Abdulsamedov (a native of Dagestan, sentenced to 3 years in March 
2001 and immediately released under amnesty). 

Attempts at independent investigation 

The Russian Duma rejected two motions for parliamentary investigation of the Ryazan 
incident. 

An independent public commission to investigate the bombings, which was chaired by 
Duma deputy Sergei Kovalev, was rendered ineffective because of government refusal to 
respond to its inquiries. 

In a 2002 interview to Echo Moskvy Mr. Kovalev commented on the Ryazan incident: 

“ In my opinion, the following version sounds quite truthworthy. The explosion 
of a house was not planned, but a training excercise was not planned as well. 
What was planned was the following action, a propaganda action, one may say 
so. First, to show the citizens that terrorists are active, that they did not refuse 
of their murderous plans, and the second point to hit was to show that the 
brave [security] services perform their duties excellently, and save denizens 
unveiling a nefarious plot. Why not a version? That plan, possibly, existed and 
failed. Truly to say, I am very reluctant to believe, that any sort of security 
services, obeying our supreme authorities were capable of exploding sleeping 
citizens of their country. ” 

Two key members of the Kovalev Commission, Sergei Yushenkov and Yuri Sh-
chekochikhin, both Duma members, have since died in apparent assassinations in April 
2003 and July 2003, respectively. Another member of the commission, Otto Lacis, was 
assaulted in November 2003 and two years later, on 3 November 2005, he died in a 
hospital after a car accident. 

The commission asked lawyer Mikhail Trepashkin to investigate the case. Mr. 
Trepashkin claimed to have found that the basement of one of the bombed buildings was 
rented by FSB officer Vladimir Romanovich and that the latter was witnessed by several 
people. Mr. Trepashkin was unable to bring the alleged evidence to the court because he 
was arrested in October 2003 for illegal arms possession, just a few days shortly before 
he was to make his findings public. He was sentenced by a Moscow military court to four 
years imprisonment for disclosing state secrets. Amnesty International issued a statement 
that "there are serious grounds to believe that Mikhail Trepashkin was arrested and 
convicted under falsified criminal charges which may be politically motivated, in order to 
prevent him continuing his investigative and legal work related to the 1999 apartment 
bombings in Moscow and other cities". Romanovich subsequently died in a hit and run 
accident in Cyprus. 
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However, in 2009 Russian Novaya Gazeta newspaper published a note, which stated that 
Romanovich died more than a year before the apartment bombings took place: 

“ According to legally reliable texts of certificates of his [Romanovich's] death 
(the source is the bodies of power of the Republic of Cyprus), that we obtained 
after publishing that article, death of Romanovich occurred in April 1998. ” 

Mr. Trepashkin investigated a letter attributed to Achemez Gochiyayev and found that 
the alleged assistant of Gochiyayev who arranged the delivery of sacks might have been 
Kapstroi-2000 vice-president Kormishin, a resident of Vyazma. 

According to Mr. Trepashkin, his supervisors and the people from the FSB promised not 
to arrest him if he left the Kovalev commission and started working together with the 
FSB "against Alexander Litvinenko". 

On 24 March 2000, two days before the presidential elections, NTV Russia featured the 
Ryazan events of Fall 1999 in the talk show Independent Investigation. The talk with the 
residents of the Ryazan apartment building along with FSB public relations director 
Alexander Zdanovich and Ryazan branch head Alexander Sergeyev was filmed few days 
earlier. On 26 March Boris Nemtsov voiced his concern over the possible shut-down of 
NTV for airing the talk. Seven months later NTV general manager Igor Malashenko said 
at the JFK School of Government that Information Minister Mikhail Lesin warned him 
on several occasions. Mr. Malashenko's recollection of Mr. Lesin's warning was that by 
airing the talk show NTV "crossed the line" and that the NTV managers were "outlaws" 
in the eyes of the Kremlin. According to Alexander Goldfarb, Mr. Malashenko told him 
that Valentin Yumashev brought a warning from the Kremlin, one day before airing the 
show, promising in no uncertain terms that the NTV managers "should consider 
themselves finished" if they went ahead with the broadcast.(Goldfarb & Litvinenko 2007, 
p. 198) 

Artyom Borovik told Grigory Yavlinsky that Borovik investigated the Moscow apartment 
bombings and prepared a series of publications about them. Mr. Borovik received 
numerous death threats, and he died in an airplane crash in March 2000. 

Journalist Anna Politkovskaya and former security service member Alexander 
Litvinenko, who investigated the bombings, were killed in 2006. 

Surviving victims of the Guryanova street bombing asked President Dmitry Medvedev to 
resume the investigation in 2008. 

Theory of Russian Government Conspiracy 

Yury Felshtinsky, Alexander Litvinenko, David Satter, Boris Kagarlitsky, Vladimir 
Pribylovsky, the secessionist Chechen authorities claimed that the 1999 bombings were a 
false flag attack coordinated by the FSB in order to win public support for a new full-
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scale war in Chechnya, which boosted Prime Minister and former FSB Director Vladimir 
Putin's popularity, and brought the pro-war Unity Party to the State Duma and Putin to 
the presidency within a few months. 

According to the theory, the bombings were a successful coup d'état organized by the 
FSB to bring future Russian president Vladimir Putin to power. Some of them described 
the bombings as typical "active measures" practiced by the KGB in the past. David Satter 
stated, during his testimony in the United States House of Representatives, 

"With Yeltsin and his family facing possible criminal prosecution, however, a plan was 
put into motion to put in place a successor who would guarantee that Yeltsin and his 
family would be safe from prosecution and the criminal division of property in the 
country would not be subject to reexamination. For “Operation Successor” to succeed, 
however, it was necessary to have a massive provocation. In my view, this provocation 
was the bombing in September, 1999 of the apartment building bombings in Moscow, 
Buinaksk, and Volgodonsk. In the aftermath of these attacks, which claimed 300 lives, a 
new war was launched against Chechnya. Putin, the newly appointed prime minister who 
was put in charge of that war, achieved overnight popularity. Yeltsin resigned early. Putin 
was elected president and his first act was to guarantee Yeltsin immunity from 
prosecution." 

In a 2002 interview to Echo Moskvy Sergei Kovalev referred to the theory of Felshtinsky 
and Pribylovsky as a "pure conspiracy", albeit stating that every theory should be 
checked. 

Other investigations 

Maura Reynolds from Los Angeles Times investigated Ryazan events by interviewing 
and quoting Alexei Kartofelnikov, one of the 2 residents who persisted in calling militia, 
Tatyana Borycheva, Tatyana Lukichyova, also residents, Lt. Col. Sergei Kabashov, Yuri 
Bludov, the spokesman for the regional FSB. 

Helen Womack from The Independent quoted Alexei Kartofelnikov's daughter Yulia, 
police officer Major Vladimir Golev, Lt. Col. of the Ryazan police Sergei Kabashov. 

John Sweeney a journalist at Observer, later for BBC, quoted Vladimir Vasiliev, one of 
the 2 Ryazan apartment residents who tipped militsia, an "inspector" "from the local 
police" Andrei Chernyshev, "grandmother Clara Stepanovna", "head of the local bomb 
squad" Yuri Tkachenko, head of the regional FSB Alexander Sergeyev and others. 

Statements in support 

U.S. Senator and presidential candidate John McCain said that there remained "credible 
allegations that Russia's FSB had a hand in carrying out these [Moscow apartment 
bombing] attacks". 
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Paul Khlebnikov wrote that former Security Council chief Alexandr Lebed in his 17 
February 1997 interview with Le Figaro was almost convinced that the government 
organized the terrorist attacks against its own citizens. 

According to Johann Hari, "the FSB is simply the renamed KGB, whose raison d'etre for 
decades was essentially institutional terror in the service of the government. Putin is 
himself an ex-KGB man, and he has twice blocked, through the Duma, any independent 
investigation into the bombings. No evidence of Chechen involvement has ever been 
forthcoming, and the Chechen groups have claimed that they were not responsible — 
although they admit to other acts of violence. The Ryazan "training exercise" excuse is 
preposterous. It does seem to suggest that the Russian secret services were caught red-
handed". 

A famous American author in military strategy J.R. Nyquist suggested that Russian secret 
military operation should also be considered. 

Criticism 

Officials 

In 2000, Russia's President Vladimir Putin dismissed the allegations of FSB involvement 
in the bombings as "delirious nonsense." "There are no people in the Russian secret 
services who would be capable of such crime against their own people. The very 
allegation is immoral," he said. An FSB spokesman said that "Litvinenko's evidence 
cannot be taken seriously by those who are investigating the bombings". 

Sergei Markov, an advisor to the Russian government, criticized the film Assassination of 
Russia which supported the FSB involvement theory. Markov said that the film was "a 
well-made professional example of the propagandist and psychological war that Boris 
Berezovsky is notoriously good at." Markov found parallels between the film and the 
conspiracy theory that the United States and/or Israel organized the 9/11 attacks to justify 
military actions. 

Scholars 

According to researcher Gordon Bennett, the conspiracy theory that the FSB was behind 
the bombings is kept alive by the Russian oligarch and Kremlin-critic Boris Berezovsky. 
Bennett points out that neither Berezovsky nor his team (which includes Alexander 
Litvinenko) have provided any evidence to support their claims. In the BBC World Hard 
Talk interview on 8 May 2002, Berezovsky was also unable to present any evidence for 
his claims, and he did not suggest he was in possession of such evidence which he would 
be ready to present in a court. Bennett also points out that Putin's critics often forget that 
the decision to send troops to Chechnya was taken by Boris Yeltsin — not Vladimir Putin 
— with the wholehearted support of all power structures. 

Professor Richard Sakwa has commented on the claims of Berezovsky and Litvinenko, 
saying that the evidence they presented was at best circumstanstial. 
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Dr. Mike Bowker, from the University of East Anglia, has said that the inference that the 
bombings were carried out by the Russian authorities is uncorrobated by evidence. 
According to Bowker, the theory also ignores the history of Chechen terrorism and public 
threats by various Chechen rebels following their defeat in Dagestan – which included 
Khattab telling a Czech and a German newspaper, a few days before the bombings in 
Moscow, that "Russian women and children will pay for the crimes of Russian generals." 
and that "this will not happen tomorrow, but the day after tomorrow"  

Dr. Vlad Sobell has pointed out that the proponents of the theory that the second invasion 
of Chechnya was a plot by Putin to get elected regularly ignore the key fact that Putin's 
attack on Chechnya in 1999 was preceded by a Chechen insurrection in Dagestan, whose 
objective was to turn it into another unstable Chechnya. 

According to Associate Professor Henry E. Hale of Harvard University, one thing that 
remains unclear about the "FSB did it" theory: If the motive was to get an FSB-friendly 
man installed as president, why would the FSB have preferred Putin, a little-known 
"upstart" who had leapt to the post of FSB director through outside political channels, to 
Primakov, who was certainly senior in stature and pedigree and who was also widely 
reputed to have a KGB past? 

According to Dr. Robert Bruce Ware of Southern Illinois University, "The assertions that 
Russian security services are responsible for the bombings is at least partially incorrect, 
and appears to have given rise to an obscurantist mythology of Russian culpability. At the 
very least, it is clear that these assertions are incomplete in so far as they have not taken 
full account of the evidence suggesting the responsibility of Wahhabis under the 
leadership of Khattab, who may have been seeking retribution for the federal assault upon 
Dagestan's Islamic Djamaat." 

Dr. Kirill Pankratov, in a 2003 letter to the Johnson's Russia List, spoke against Satter's 
and Putley's theory. He noted that 1) there was no need for "another pretext for military 
operation in Chechnya at the time of the Ryazan incident", but there were already a 
"plenty of reasons for decisive military response", 2) the FSB of other security service 
was institutionally incapable of such a conspiracy after years of decline in the 1990s, 3) 
the conspirators were not actually trying to blow a building up in Ryazan; however, their 
sloppy actions are "consistent with the training exercise version of events", 4) the FSB 
did not have to declare the incident a "training exercise", but "it was much easier to show 
great relief... and continue trying to find the perpetrators of the bombing attempt."  

Security and policy analysts Simon Saradzhyan and Nabi Abdullaev noted that 
Litvinenko and Felshtinsky did not provide any direct evidence to back up their claims 
about FSB involvement in the bombings. 

Analysts 

Andrey Soldatov is skeptical about Mikhail Trepashkin's awareness of the details of the 
Russian apartment bombings. According to Soldatov, the Russian government's 
suppression of the discussion of the FSB involvement theory reflects paranoia rather than 
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guilt on its part. He points out that, ironically, the paranoia produced the conspiracy 
theories that the government was keen to stamp out. 

In 2009, Russian journalist and radio host Yulia Latynina, commenting on Scott 
Anderson's article "Vladimir Putin's Dark Rise to Power" noted that deaths of Sergey 
Yushenkov and Yury Schekochihin "in any case, had no relation to bombings in 
Moscow". Latynina opined, that the version that FSB did the bombings was not only 
absurd, but purposefully invented by Berezovsky after he was deprived of the power. Her 
major argument was, that since Berezovsky was one of the key figures to push Putin into 
the power, he knew for certain the theory was wrong. If Berezovsky felt that "there are 
some people else beyond Putin, some fearsome siloviks who can explode houses, they 
[the Family] would throw Putin away, as a hot potato". 

Theory of Ibn Al Khattab's Involvement 

Paul J. Murphy, a former US counterterrorism expert stated that "the evidence that Al-
Khattab was responsible for the apartment building bombings in Moscow is clear". 
Murphy also states "the findings by the Russian government prove that the Liberation 
Army of Dagestan, which claimed responsibility for the attacks, is the same as Al-
Khattab's Islamic Army of Dagestan, which launched the invasion of Dagestan from 
Chechnya in August, 1999". 

Professor Peter Reddaway and researcher Dmitri Glinski described the involvement of 
the Liberation Army of Dagestan as the best explanation for the bombings. 

According to Dr. Robert Bruce Ware, an associate professor of Southern Illinois 
University, the best explanation for the apartment block blasts is that they were 
perpetrated by Wahhabis under the leadership of Khattab, as retribution for the federal 
attacks on Karamachi, Chabanmakhi, and Kadar. "If the blasts were organized by Khattab 
and other Wahhabis as retribution for the federal attacks on Dagestan's Islamic Djamaat, 
then this would explain the timing of the attacks, and why there were no attacks after the 
date on which fighting in Dagestan was concluded. It would explain why no Chechen 
claimed responsibility. It would account for Basayev's reference to Dagestani 
responsibility, and it would be consistent with Khattab's vow to set off bombs 
everywhere... blasting through [Russian] cities." 

In March 2010 article Yulia Latynina wrote: 

“ The 1999 bombing in Buinaksk, in Dagestan, was carried out by local militants who 
were fighting to install "pure Islam" in the republic.  

Several Moscow blasts were orchestrated by two men from the republic of 
Karachayevo-Cherkessia — Achemez Gochiyayev and his brother-in-law Khakim 
Abayev. Gochiyayev also staged a series of simultaneous bombings in late 2000 and 
early 2001. He was joined by Denis Saitakov, a Tartar, and Rustam Akhmyarov, 
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who is half-Bashkir, half-Russian. 

 
 

Other notable terrorism acts 

Former FSB officer Aleksander Litvinenko and investigator Mikhail Trepashkin alleged 
that Moscow theater hostage crisis was directed by a Chechen FSB agent. Yulia Latynina 
and other journalists also accused the FSB of staging many smaller terrorism acts, such as 
market place bombing in the city of Astrakhan, bus stops bombings in the city of 
Voronezh, and the blowing up the Moscow-Grozny train, whereas innocent people were 
convicted or killed. Journalist Boris Stomakhin claimed that a bombing in Moscow metro 
in 2004 was probably organized by FSB agents rather than by the unknown man who 
called the Kavkaz Center and claimed his responsibility. Stomakin was arrested and 
imprisoned to five years of prison for inciting hatred and defamatory statements aimed at 
groups and persons of particular religious and ethnic background and for promoting 
violent change of constitutional regime and violation of territorial integrity of Russian 
Federation (articles 280 and 282 of the Russian Criminal Code). 

Many journalists and workers of international NGOs were reported to be kidnapped by 
FSB-affiliated forces in Chechnya who pretended to be Chechen terrorists: Andrei 
Babitsky from Radio Free Europe, Arjan Erkel and Kenneth Glack from Doctors Without 
Borders, and others. 

Major terrorist attacks 

• 2010 Vladikavkaz bombing (2010) 
• Stavropol concert bombing (2010) 
• 2010 Kizlyar bombings (2010) 
• 2010 Moscow Metro bombings (2010) 
• Nevski Express bombing (2009) 
• 2009 Nazran bombing (2009) 
• 2008 Vladikavkaz bombing (2008) 
• Moscow market bombing (2006) 
• Beslan school hostage crisis (2004) 
• Russian aircraft bombings of August 2004 (2004) 
• August 2004 Moscow metro bombing 
• February 2004 Moscow metro bombing 
• Stavropol train bombing (2003) 
• Red Square bombing (2003) 
• Moscow theater hostage crisis (2002) 
• Kaspiysk bombing (2002) 
• Russian apartment bombings (1999) 
• 1999 Vladikavkaz bombing (1999) 
• Budyonnovsk hospital hostage crisis (1995) 
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Chapter- 4 

Sri Lanka and State Terrorism 

 

 

 
 

Main cities in Sri Lanka. 

Various non-governmental organizations and individuals have accused the Sri Lankan 
government of committing state terrorism. These allegations characterize much of the 
Sri Lankan government's handling of insurgent groups dating from 1956, including the 
civil war against Tamil militant groups and the state response to the Janatha Vimukthi 
Peramuna insurrections, as state terrorism. Specific acts alleged include massacres of 
civilians, mass graves, torture, unlawful incarceration and forced disappearances. The 
government has denied the allegations. 
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1956-2000 

1958 riots in Ceylon 

1958 riots in Ceylon 

 
Location of Ceylon 

Location Ceylon 

Date May and June, 1958 (+6 GMT) 

Target 
Primarily Sri Lankan Tamil and some 

Sinhalese civilians 

Attack 

type 
Decapitation, Burning, Stabbing 

Weapon(s) Knives, Sticks, Fire 

Death(s) 300 

Injured 1000+ 

1958 riots in Ceylon also known as 58 riots was first island wide ethnic riots that 
targeted the minority Sri Lankan Tamils in Ceylon after it became an independent 
country from Britain in 1948. The riots lasted from May 22 until May 27, 1958 although 
sporadic disturbances happened even after the declaration of emergency in June 1, 1958. 
The event is generally termed as an ethnic riot, but in some geographic locations in its 
scale of its destruction, it was a pogrom. The estimates of the murders range based on 
recovered body count from 70 the to 300. Although most of the victims were Sri Lankan 
Tamils, some majority Sinhalese civilians and their property was also affected both by 
attacking Sinhalese mobs who attacked those Sinhalese who provided sanctuary to 
Tamils as well as in retaliatory attacks by Tamil mobs in Batticalao and Jaffna. As the 
first full-scale race riot in modern Sri Lanka in over forty years, the events of 1958 
shattered the trust the communities had in one another and led to further polarization 
leading up the Sri Lankan civil war. 
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Background 

In 1956, Solomon Bandaranaike came to power in Sri Lanka (then known as Ceylon), on 
a majority Sinhala nationalist platform. The new government passed the Sinhala Only 
Act, making Sinhala the sole official language of the country. This was done despite the 
fact that nearly a quarter of the population used Tamil as their primary language. The Act 
immediately triggered discontent among the Tamils, who perceived their language, 
culture, and economic position as being subject to an increasing threat. 

In protest, Tamil Federal Party politicians launched a satyagraha (Nonviolent resistance) 
campaign. This led to an environment of increased communal tensions and to the death of 
over 150 Tamils in the Gal Oya riots in the east of the country. Eventually Bandaranaike 
entered into negotiations with them and the Federal party and agreed to the 
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact of 1957, which would have made Tamil the 
administrative language in the Tamil-speaking north and east regions. But he was forced 
to cancel the pact under pressure from Sinhala nationalists and some Buddhist monks, 
particularly the United National Party, which organised a 'March on Kandy', led by JR 
Jayawardene. 

Meanwhile, 400 Tamil labourers were laid off when the British navy closed its base in 
Trincomalee. The government proposed to resettle them in the Polonnaruwa district. This 
angered the Sinhalese population there, which began forming gangs and threatening 
vigilante attacks on any Tamil migrants to the region. 

Riots 

Attack on trains 

The Federal Party was to hold a convention in Vavuniya. Sinhala hardliners decided to 
disrupt party members travelling there by rail. Polonnaruwa station was the first to be 
attacked, on May 22. The following night a train from Batticaloa was attacked, and two 
people killed. It later turned out there were hardly any Tamils on the train. The 
Polonnaruwa station was attacked again on the 24th, and nearly destroyed. 

Farm violence 

Sinhalese gangs attacked Tamil labourers in Polonnaruwa farms. Tamils who tried to 
hide in sugar-cane fields were surrounded there and the fields set ablaze by the mobs. 
Those who fled were clubbed down or hit by machetes. In Hinguarkgoda, rioters ripped 
open the belly of an eight-month-pregnant woman, and left her to bleed to death. It has 
been estimated that 70 people died the night of May 25. 

Polonnaruwa had only a small police presence. Those Sinhalese policemen who tried to 
protect Tamils were attacked by the mobs; a few had their brains bashed in. The next 
morning, a small army unit of 25 men arrived, but found itself confronted by a civilian 
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Sinhalese mob of over 3,000. The crowd dispersed after the soldiers fired a Bren gun at 
them, killing three. 

The violence spreads 

On May 26, Prime Minister Bandaranaike said the riots had started with the death of 
Nuwara Eliya mayor D.A. Seneviratne the previous day (actually the riots had begun 
three days before). This gave people the impression that Tamils were behind the riots. 
Soon gangs began beating Tamils in Colombo and several of its suburbs. Shops were 
burned and looted. 

In Panadura, Tamils had cut off the breasts of and murdered a woman teacher. In 
revenge, a Sinhalese gang tried to burn down the Hindu Kovil; unable to set fire to the 
building, they pulled out a Brahmin priest and burned him alive instead. Gangs roamed 
Colombo, looking for people who might be Tamil. The usual way to distinguish Tamils 
from Sinhalese was to look for men who wore shirts outside of their pants, or men with 
pierced ears, both common customs among Tamils. People who could not read a Sinhala 
newspaper (which included some Sinhalese who were educated in English) were beaten 
or killed. 

One trick used by the gangs was to disguise themselves as policemen. They would tell 
Tamils to flee to the police station for their safety. Once the Tamils had left, the empty 
houses were looted and burned. Across the country, arson, rape, pillage and murder 
spread. Some Sinhalese did try to protect their Tamil neighbours, often risking their own 
lives to shelter them in their homes. 

Revenge attacks 

Tamils in the east carried out a few attacks as revenge. In Eravur, fishermen from the two 
communities fought on the seashore. In the same town, Tamil gangs set up roadblocks, 
beating up motorists believed to be Sinhalese. 56 cases of arson and attacks were 
registered in the Batticaloa district. No deaths were reported in Jaffna district, but some 
Sinhalese merchants had their inventories burned. Several Sinhalese were severely 
beaten, including members of Marxist parties, who stood for parity of status. A Tamil 
mob destroyed the Buddhist Naga Vihare temple, which was rebuilt afterwards. 

Government response 

For five full days the government did nothing. Finally, on 27 May, a state of emergency 
was declared. The Federal Party and Jathika Vimukthi Peramuna were both banned. Most 
of the country's senior Tamil politicians were Federal Party members and were later 
arrested. Within two days, the military had restored order in Colombo and eventually the 
rest of the country. Nearly 12,000 Tamil refugees had fled to camps near Colombo. The 
government secretly commissioned six European ships to resettle most of them in Jaffna 
in early June. The army was eventually withdrawn from civilian areas in the rest of the 
country, but remained present in Jaffna for a quarter century. 
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On 3 September 1958 the Tamil Language (Special Provisions) Act - which provided for 
the use of the Tamil language as a medium of instruction, as a medium of examination 
for admission to the Public Service, for use in state correspondence and for administrative 
purposes in the Northern and Eastern Provinces - was passed, substantially fulfilling the 
part of the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact dealing with the language issue. 

Legacy 

As the first full-scale race riot in Ceylon in over forty years, the events of 1958 shattered 
the trust the communities had in one another. Both major ethnic groups blamed the other 
for the crisis, and became convinced that any further compromises would be interpreted 
as a sign of weakness and be exploited. Thus, the path to civil war was clear. Velupillai 
Prabhakaran, a small boy at the time of the riots, said later that his political views as an 
adult were shaped by the events of 1958. 

 

Burning of Jaffna library 

Burning of Jaffna library 

 
Burnt shell of the post event library 

Location Jaffna, Sri Lanka 

Date May 31 to June 1, 1981 (+6 GMT) 

Target Primarily Sri Lankan Tamil 

Attack type Burning, Shooting 

Weapon(s) Fire, Guns 

Death(s) 4 
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Injured Unknown 

Belligerent(s) 
Police, paramilitaries and other 

hooligans 

The burning of the Jaffna library (Tamil: யாழ் ெபா� �லகம் எ�ப்�) was an 
important event in the Sri Lankan civil war. An organized mob went on a rampage on the 
nights of May 31 to June 2, 1981, burning the Jaffna public library. It was one of the 
most violent examples of ethnic biblioclasm of the twentieth century. At the time of its 
destruction, the library was one of the biggest in Asia, containing over 97,000 different 
books and manuscripts. 

Background 

The library was built in many stages starting from 1933, from a modest beginning as a 
private collection. Soon with the help of primarily local citizens, it became a full fledged 
library. The library also became a repository of archival material written in palm leaf 
manuscripts, original copies of regionally important historic documents in the contested 
political history of Sri Lanka and newspapers that were published hundreds of years ago 
in the Jaffna peninsula. It thus became a place of historic and symbolic importance to the 
local minority Sri Lankan Tamil people. 

Eventually the first major wing of the library was opened in 1959 by then Jaffna mayor 
Alfred Duraiappah. The architect of the Indo-Saracenic style building was one 
Narasimhan from Madras, India. Prominent Indian librarian S.R. Ranganathan served as 
an advisor to ensure that the library was built to international standards. The library 
became the pride of the local people as even researchers from India and other countries 
began to use it for their research purposes. 

The riot and the burning 

On Sunday May 31, 1981, the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF), a regionally 
popular democratic party, held a rally in which three majority Sinhalese policeman were 
shot and two killed. 

That night police and paramilitaries began a pogrom that lasted for three days. The head 
office of TULF party was destroyed. The office of the Eelanaadu, a local newspaper, was 
also destroyed. Statues of Tamil cultural and religious figures were destroyed or defaced. 

Four people were pulled from their homes and killed at random. Many business 
establishments and a local Hindu temple were also deliberately destroyed. 

On the night of May 31, according to many eyewitnesses, police and government-
sponsored paramilitias set fire to the Jaffna public library and destroyed it completely. 
Over 97,000 volumes of books along with numerous culturally important and 
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irreplaceable manuscripts were destroyed. Among the destroyed items were scrolls of 
historical value and the works and manuscripts of philosopher, artist and author Ananda 
Coomaraswamy and prominent intellectual Prof. Dr. Isaac Thambiah. The destroyed 
articles included memoirs and works of writers and dramatists who made a significant 
contribution toward the sustenance of the Tamil culture and those of locally reputed 
medical physicians and politicians. 

Nancy Murray wrote in a journal article in 1984 that several high ranking security 
officers and two cabinet ministers were present in the town of Jaffna, when uniformed 
security men and plainclothes mob carried out organized acts of destruction. After 20 
years the government-owned Daily News newspaper, in an editorial in 2001, termed the 
1981 event as an act by goon squads let loose by the then government. 

Reaction 

Two Cabinet ministers who saw the destruction of government and private properties on 
the verandah of the Jaffna Rest House (a government owned hotel) claimed that the 
incident was 

"an unfortunate event, where [a] few policeman got drunk and went on a looting spree all 
on their own" 

The national newspapers did not carry information about the incident and in subsequent 
parliamentary debates some majority Sinhalese members told minority Tamil politicians 
that if Tamils were unhappy in Sri Lanka, they should leave for their 'homeland' in India. 
A direct quote from a United National Party member is 

"If there is discrimination in this land which is not their (Tamil) homeland, then why try 
to stay here. Why not go back home (India) where there would be no discrimination. 
There are your kovils and Gods. There you have your culture, education, universities etc. 
There you are masters of your own fate" 

- Mr. W.J.M. Lokubandara, M.P. in Sri Lanka's Parliament, July 1981. 

Of all the destruction in Jaffna city it was the destruction of the Jaffna Public Library that 
was the incident which appeared to cause the most distress to the people of Jaffna. 
Twenty years later, the mayor of Jaffna Nadarajah Raviraj still grieved at the recollection 
of the flames he saw as a University student. He was later killed by unknown gunmen in 
the capital Colombo in 2006. 
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Damaged dome with holes made by shelling 

For Tamils the devastated library became a symbol of "physical and imaginative 
violence" of majority extremists. The attack was seen as an assault on their aspirations, 
the value of learning and traditions of academic achievement. The attack also became the 
rallying point for Tamil radicals to convince the Tamil populace that their race was 
targeted for annihilation. 

President Ranasinghe Premadasa 

In 1991 the then president of Sri Lanka Ranasinghe Premadasa publicly proclaimed that 

"During the District Development Council elections in 1981, some of our party members 
took many people from other parts of the country to the North, created havoc and 
disrupted the conduct of elections in the North. It is this same group of people who are 
causing trouble now also. If you wish to find out who burnt the priceless collection of 
books at the Jaffna Library, you have only to look at the faces of those opposing us" 

He was accusing his political opponents within his UNP party, Lalith Athulathmudali and 
Gamini Dissanayake, who had just brought an impeachment motion against him, as 
directly involved in the burning of the library in 1981. 

President Mahinda Rajapakse 

In 2006 the President of Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapakse was quoted as saying, 

"UNP is responsible for mass scale riots and massacres against the Tamils in 1983, vote 
rigging in the Northern Development Council elections and [the] burning of the Jaffna 
library" 

He was also further quoted as saying in reference to a prominent local Tamil poet, 
reminding the audience that 

"Burning the Library sacred to the people of Jaffna was similar to shooting down Lord 
Buddha" 
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He concluded in that speech that as a cumulative effect of all these atrocities, the peaceful 
voice of the Tamils is now drowned in the echo of the gun; referring to the rebel LTTE's 
terrorism. 

Government investigation 

According to Orville H. Schell, Chairman of the Americas Watch Committee, and Head 
of Amnesty International's 1982 fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka, the UNP government 
at that time did not institute an independent investigation to establish responsibility for 
these killings in May and June 1981 and take measures against those responsible. But 
since 1991 all governments have taken responsibility for the destruction of the library 
although no one has been indicted for the crimes yet. 

Reopening of the Library 

 
 
Jaffna Public Library being rebuilt, with partly burned right wing. At the front is a statue 
of Goddess Saraswati the Hindu goddess of learning 

In 1982, one year after the initial destruction, the community sponsored Jaffna Public 
Library Week and collected thousands of books. Repairs on parts of the building were in 
progress when the Black July pogrom-induced civil conflict began in 1983. The library 
building was damaged by bullets and bombs. In 1985 after an attack on a nearby police 
station by Tamil rebels, soldiers entered the partially restored building and set off bombs 
that shredded thousands of books yet again. The library was abandoned with its shell and 
bullet pocked walls, blackened with the smoke of burnt books. 
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As an effort to win back the confidence of the Tamil people and also to mollify 
international opinion, in 1998 under president Chandrika Kumaratunga, the government 
began the process to rebuild it with contributions from all Sri Lankans and foreign 
governments. Approximately US $1 million dollars was spent and over 25,000 books 
were collected. By 2001 the replacement building was complete but the 2003 reopening 
of the rebuilt library was opposed by the rebel LTTE leading to all twenty-one members 
of the Jaffna municipal council led by Mayor Sellan Kandian to tender their resignation 
as a protest to the pressure exerted on them to postpone the reopening of the library. 
Eventually the library was opened to the public. 

 

Black July 

Black July pogrom 

 
Location of Sri Lanka 

Location Sri Lanka 

Date July 24, 1983 - July 26, 1983 (+6 GMT) 

Target 
Primarily Sri Lankan Tamil and some 

Sinhalese civilians 

Attack type Decapitation, Burning, Stabbing, Shooting 

Weapon(s) Knives, Sticks, Fire, Guns 

Death(s) between 400-3000 

Injured 25 000 + 

Belligerent(s) Sinhalese 

Black July is the commonly used name for the anti-Tamil pogrom and attacks carried out 
by Sinhala mobs starting in Sri Lanka on July 23, 1983. It is estimated that between 400-
3000 Tamils were killed, tens of thousands of houses were destroyed, and a wave of Sri 
Lankan Tamils left for other countries. The riots occurred following a deadly ambush by 
a Tamil militant organization known as Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam which killed 13 
Sri Lanka Army soldiers. 
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Black July is generally seen as the start of full-scale armed conflict between Tamil 
militants and the government of Sri Lanka. It has become a day of remembrance for the 
Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora around the world. 

Background 

During the colonial period many Sri Lankan Tamils, particularly those from the Jaffna 
peninsula, took advantage of educational facilities established by missionaries, and the 
British policy of divide and rule which placed minorities in positions of power in 
colonies, and soon dominated the civil service and other professions. When Sri Lanka 
became independent in 1948, a majority of government jobs were held by Tamils, who 
were actually a minority of the country's population. The elected leaders saw this as the 
result of a British stratagem to control the majority Sinhalese, and deemed it a situation 
that needed correction. In 1956 Sinhala Only Act which initially restricted the fair use of 
Tamil and English languages. Protests against this policy by the Tamils was met with 
mob violence that eventually snowballed into the 1958 riots. Throughout the 1960s, 
protests and state repression against protests created further animosity. In 1971, the 
policy of standardization that was implemented strained the already tenuous political 
relationship between the Tamil and Sinhalese communities. There was also a series of 
notable ethnic riots known as the 1977 riots following the United National Party coming 
to power in 1977. In 1981, the renowned public library in Jaffna was burnt down by a 
violent mob. The Jaffna Library was well known at the time as a nexus of Tamil activity 
with various Tamil groups vying for control. Until 1983, there were similar incidents of 
low level violence between the government and the mushrooming Tamil militant groups 
with a significant number of murders, disappearances and cases of torture attributed to 
both sides. 

Events of July 1983 

The events dubbed Black July began after members of the rebels Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (the Tamil Tigers or the LTTE) organization ambushed a military convoy in 
the North of Sri Lanka on the evening of July 23, 1983 outside the town of Jaffna in the 
North of Sri Lanka. This was the latest of a string of Tamil rebels attacks targeting 
Sinhalese policemen. In the July 23 massacre of 13 soldiers, initially, a road-side bomb 
was detonated beneath the jeep that was leading the convoy, injuring at least two soldiers 
on board. As soldiers traveling in a truck which was following the jeep dismounted to 
help their colleagues, they were ambushed by a group of Tamil Tiger fighters, who fired 
at them with automatic weapons and hurled grenades at them. In the ensuing clashes, one 
officer and 12 soldiers died immediately, while two more were fatally wounded, bringing 
the total death toll to 15 along with number of rebels. Kittu, a regional commander of the 
LTTE later admitted to planning and carrying out the ambush. 

In order to avoid a violent backlash from the population due to the ambush,, the 
government decided to quietly bury the 15 soldiers at the Kanatte cemetery in Colombo. 
They would therefore be going against standard procedure where the fallen members of 
the armed forces were buried in their home villages. On July 24, the day the 15 service-
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men were to be buried, some Sinhalese civilians who had gathered at the cemetery, 
angered by news of the ambush, which was magnified by wild rumor, formed mobs and 
started attacking and assaulting Tamils, while looting and burning their properties in 
retribution for what happened. Members of the underworld criminal gangs then joined in. 
The mobs were equipped with voter registration lists, thereby giving credence to an 
organized attack with support at government level, burning and attacking mainly Tamil 
residences and business, while army and government officials were deployed late. While 
a number of Tamils fled the city, many of the Sinhalese and Muslim people tried to save 
the lives and properties of Tamils despite the activities of the gangs. Many Tamils were 
sheltered in government buildings, temples and Sinhalese and Muslim houses during the 
following days. 

The government declared an emergency curfew in Colombo on the evening of the 24th; 
however, the police were unwilling, or unable to enforce the curfew. The army was then 
called in to help the police. However the violence continued the next day, and began to 
spread all across the country, engulfing areas with sizeable Tamil populations, including 
Kandy (where curfew was declared at 6 p.m), Matale, Nawalapitiya, Badulla and Nuwara 
Eliya. Vehicles on the streets were burnt, and Tamil people were dragged from cars and 
beaten or killed.. 

One of the most notorious single attacks of the riots took place at the Welikada high 
security prison on July 25. Thirty-seven Tamil prisoners, most of them detained under the 
Prevention of rebels Act, were killed by Sinhalese prisoners using knives and clubs. 
Survivors claimed that the prison officers allowed the keys to fall into the hand of the 
Sinhalese prisoners, while at the subsequent inquest, the prison officers claimed the keys 
were stolen from them. A second riot at the prison took place on July 28, in which a 
further 15 prisoners were killed. 

The curfew was extended nationwide on July 26 as a precautionary measure, as there 
were more outbreaks of violence against Tamils in areas where various ethnic groups 
lived together. By the evening of the 26th, the mob violence began to slacken off, as the 
police and army patrolled the street in large numbers and began to take action against the 
rioters. The soldiers killed in the Jaffna ambush were quietly buried during the night 
curfew. The daytime curfew was lifted in Colombo the next day, although sporadic 
violence continued in other parts of the country over the next few days, mainly in 
response to rumors that "kotiyas" (i.e. Tamil Tiger) were coming to attack the city. 

Brief rioting broke out on the 29th, after which police shot dead 15 rioters. A 24-hour 
curfew was imposed on the capital, and the security forces were able to regain control of 
the city. 

Government's response 

There was a growing tension between the Sinhala and Tamil communities of Sri Lanka, 
even before the actual riots, and with the formation of rebels Tamil groups, there was a 
rising anti-Tamil sentiment among the Sinhalese majority. Although it started as a 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

spontaneous reaction by Sinhalese mobs gathered at the Colombo Cemetery where the 
bodies of the soldiers were to be buried, later joined by elements associated with the 
Sinhalese political activists actively involved in the organization of the riots. Also, during 
the early stages of riots, it is alleged the local police officers and military stood by doing 
nothing. By July 26, however, police and the army were out in the streets taking actions 
against the mobs and most of the violence died out. The government extended the curfew 
to prevent violence from spreading to other parts of the country. A brief span of rioting 
broke out on July 29 when police shot dead 15 Sinhalese looters. 

Even though some Tamil politicians accused the ruling UNP for not taking appropriate 
actions to prevent the riots, according to the government it took vital counter measures 
from the very early stages to combat rioters and safeguard the Tamil community. Curfew 
was enforced immediately after the riots broke out. The attacks, according to the 
government, were carefully organized and government properties such as trains, 
buildings and buses were the initial targets. Prime Minister Ranasingha Premadasa 
formed a committee to organize shelter and feeding for an estimated 20,000 homeless 
Tamils in Colombo. These temporary shelters were situated at five school buildings and 
an aircraft hangar. After the number refugees increased to around 50,000 and the 
Government with help from India took measures to send Tamils north by ships. 

Eyewitness accounts 

The rioters initially targeted government properties. As it had happened many times 
before and after, most of the people who gathered at the Borella Kanatta, where the dead 
army soldiers were supposed to be buried, directed their anger towards the Government. 
Later it developed into full scale violence, targeting Tamil citizens and their properties. 

The murder, looting and general destruction of property was well organized. Mobs armed 
with petrol were seen stopping passing motorists at critical street junctions and, after 
ascertaining the ethnic identity of the driver and passengers, setting alight the vehicle 
with the driver and passengers trapped within it. 

Mobs were also seen stopping buses to identify Tamil passengers and subsequently these 
passengers were knifed, clubbed to death or burned alive. One Norwegian tourist saw a 
mob set fire to a minibus with 20 people inside, killing them all. 

Tamil civilians in other cities, including Galle, Matara, Gampola, Nawalapitiya, 
Pussellawa, Ginigathhena, Hatton, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, and Anuradapura, 
were also attacked by Sinhalese mobs. 

Casualty estimates 

The estimates of casualties vary. While the government initially stated just 250 Tamils 
were killed, various NGOs and international agencies estimate that between 400 and 
3,000 people suspected of being Sri Lankan Tamils or Hill Country Tamils were killed in 
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the riots. 53 terrorism suspects alone were killed in the Welikade prison massacre. 
Eventually the Sri Lankan government put the death toll at about 300 dead. 

More than 18,000 houses and numerous commercial establishments were destroyed and 
hundreds of thousands of Tamils fled the country to Europe, Australia and Canada. Many 
Tamil youths also joined the various Tamil groups including the LTTE. 

Prosecutions and compensations 

There was a presidential commission appointed during the subsequent People's Alliance 
government that estimated that nearly 300 people killed and 18,000 establishments 
including houses were destroyed and recommended that restitution be paid. Thus far, no 
restitution has been paid or any criminal proceedings against anyone involved begun. 

As a remembrance day 

July 23, or Black July Day, has become a day of mourning and remembrance amongst the 
Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora around the world. The Canadian Tamil Congress sponsored an 
event in downtown Toronto on July 23, 2009, for Tamil-Canadians to gather and thank 
Canada for granting them asylum. Similar events were held in Switzerland, Norway, 
Denmark, Germany, France, Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand. 
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JVP insurrection 

1987–89 JVP Insurrection 
The 1987-89 insurrection in Sri Lanka, in which around 50,000 lives were lost, was 
carried out by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, a Marxist Sinhalese political party in Sri 
Lanka. 

Background history 

1971 JVP uprising 

Leadup to conflict in the 1980s 

During this period, and especially as the Tamil conflict to the north became more intense, 
there was a marked shift in the ideology and goals of the JVP. Initially Marxist in 
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orientation, and claiming to represent the oppressed of both the Tamil and Sinhalese 
communities, the group emerged increasingly as a Sinhalese nationalist organization 
opposing any compromise with the Tamil insurgency. This new orientation became 
explicit in the anti-Tamil riots of July 1983. Because of its role in inciting violence, the 
JVP was once again banned and its leadership went underground. 

The group's activities intensified in the second half of 1987 in the wake of the Indo-Sri 
Lankan Accord. The prospect of Tamil autonomy in the north together with the presence 
of Indian troops stirred up a wave of Sinhalese nationalism and a sudden growth of 
antigovernment violence. During 1987 a new group emerged that was an offshoot of the 
JVP—the Patriotic Liberation Organization (Deshapremi Janatha Viyaparaya—DJV) 
lead by Saman Piyasiri Fernando or Keerthi Vijayabahu a person who lead the JVP after 
the death of Rohana Wijeweera. The DJV claimed responsibility for the August 1987 
assassination attempts against the president and prime minister. In addition, the group 
launched a campaign of intimidation against the ruling party, killing more than seventy 
members of Parliament between July and November. 

Along with the group's renewed violence came a renewed fear of infiltration of the armed 
forces. Following the successful raid of the Pallekelle army camp in May 1987, the 
government conducted an investigation that resulted in the discharge of thirty-seven 
soldiers suspected of having links with the JVP. In order to prevent a repetition of the 
1971 uprising, the government considered lifting the ban on the JVP in early 1988 and 
permitting the group to participate again in the political arena. With Wijeweera still 
underground, however, the JVP had no clear leadership at the time, and it was uncertain 
whether it had the cohesion to mount any coordinated offensive, either military or 
political, against the government. 

Outbreak of fighting 

Adroitly exploiting the arrival of the Indian Peace Keeping Force and the widespread 
nationalist sentiments of large sections of the Sinhala people, the JVP began to terrorise 
both the state machinery and those sections of civil society opposed to its thinking and 
almost brought the State to its knees. 

Organised in cells of three people and based around Matara in the south, the JVP 
murdered probably thousands of people and crippled the country with violently-enforced 
hartals (general strikes) for two years. Government forces captured and killed JVP leader 
Rohana Wijeweera and his deputy in November 1989 in Colombo; by early 1990 they 
had killed or imprisoned the remaining JVP politburo and detained an estimated 7,000 
JVP members. Although the Government won a decisive military victory there were 
credible accusations of brutality and extrajudicial killings. 

The number who died is uncertain. 
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Aftermath 

Since then, the JVP has been relaunched and has participated in electoral politics. At the 
last parliamentary elections, 2 April 2004, the party was part of the United People's 
Freedom Alliance that won 45.6 % of the popular vote and 105 out of 225 seats. As the 
second partner in this alliance it became part of the government. It also supported the 
winning candidate Mahinda Rajapakse in the Sri Lankan presidential election, 2005 

 

Sooriyakanda mass grave 
The Sooriyakanda mass grave is the mass burial ground of murdered school children 
from Embilipitiya Maha Vidyalaya (Embilipitiya High School) in Sri Lanka. These 
school children were killed and buried as part of the counter insurgency during the 
second JVP uprising in Sri Lanka. It was alleged that over 300 bodies were buried in the 
location. The mass grave was located in 1994. The Sri Lankan government last reported 
in 1996 to have conducted a forensic analysis of the burial ground uncovering an 
unspecified number of bodies. Local media, NGOs and the US state department have 
claimed that the investigations are not satisfactory. 

 

Background 

During the 1987 to 1989 period, as the Tamil conflict to the north became more intense, 
there was a marked shift in the ideology and goals of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 
(JVP) party in Sri Lanka. It morphed from a Marxist organization into a Sinhalese 
nationalist organization opposing any compromise with the Tamil insurgency. Due to its 
alleged role in anti-Tamil riots of July 1983, it was banned and its leadership went 
underground. 

The group's activities intensified against the then government in the second half of 1987 
in the wake of the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord to resolve the ethnic conflict. During 1987 a 
new group, the Deshapreni Janatha Viyaparaya (DJV), emerged. It was an offshoot of the 
JVP. The DJV claimed responsibility for the August 1987 assassination attempts against 
the president Premadasa and prime minister. In addition, the group launched a campaign 
of intimidation against the ruling United National Party (UNP) party, killing more than 
seventy members of Parliament between July and November 1987. 

The JVP seriously misjudged its own strength when, through the DJV, it called for the 
killing of members of the families of army personnel. This destroyed the small but 
significant amount of support that it enjoyed among the lower ranks of the armed forces, 
and made it possible for the government to justify its campaign of terror. As a means of 
pacifying the support base of JVP, a wide range of acts of cruelty, including the torture 
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and mass murder of school children, who were allegedly JVP supporters, was carried out 
by the state. 

Investigation 

In 1994, after a request by the United Nations (UN) regarding the mass graves, the 
Government reported that an excavation of the graves had been carried out on 14 
September 1994 under the supervision of the High Court and it resulted in the discovery 
of an unspecified number of skeletal remains. 

The report also indicated that a team of forensic, investigative and legal experts helped 
the court, in order to ensure a proper and scientific excavation and to assist in the further 
discovery and identification of bodies and the investigation of the circumstances in which 
they were buried at Sooriyakanda. The Government also reported that it has started to 
investigate newly discovered graves, including one at Ankumbura which may contain the 
bodies of 36 people killed by the police in 1989. 

Follow up 

Local newspapers, including The Island and the Sunday Times, have reported that, 
although the People's Alliance party had come to power in 1993, promising to investigate 
alleged atrocities conducted during the previous 18 years of United National Party (UNP) 
rule, including the Sooriyakanada mass graves, nothing had come of the efforts. Another 
report indicated that officers initially indicted of the crime were honorably discharged as 
soon as hostilities with the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) began. 

Notable international jurist Neelan Thiruchelvam, in a speech at the ICES-Colombo, 
indicated that the appropriate investigations into massacres and disappearances of 
civilians, including many children in the Sathurukondan, Eastern University, Mylanthanai 
and the mass murder and burial of school children at Sooriyakanda, were being hampered 
by the adoption of emergency regulations, which were contributing to a climate of 
impunity. He called for the partial, if not complete, revocation of emergency regulation 
so that an impartial inquiry into these incidents could take place. 

The United States State Department noted in 1996 and 1998 that no significant headway 
had been made by the Sri Lankan government with regard to investigations into the mass 
graves at Sooriyakanda, Ankumbura and Nikaweratiya. 

 

Post 2000 events 

Since the collapse of peace talks since 2006, human rights agencies such as the Asian 
Center of Human Rights (ACHR), the University Teachers for Human Rights (UTHR), 
and pro LTTE political parties such as the Tamil National Alliance, have claimed that 
government of Sri Lanka has unleashed state terrorism as part of its counter insurgency 
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measures against the rebel LTTE movement. To which the government has claimed that 
such claims by the LTTE is an attempt at justifying terrorism of the LTTE. The ACHR 
has also reported that, "since the collapse of the Geneva talks of February 2006", the 
government of Sri Lanka has perpetrated a campaign of state terrorism by targeting 
alleged LTTE sympathizers and Tamil civilians. As noted by Brad Adams, Asia Director, 
Human Rights Watch, 

"The Sri Lankan government has apparently given its security forces a green light to use 
‘dirty war’ tactics". 

Two Tamil commentators have requested international intervention in Sri Lanka to 
protect the civilians from State terror. 

Civilian deaths 

When referring to the massacre of five school kids in Trincomalee, and the subsequent 
incidents of intimidation of the witnesses and the perceived lack of investigative vigor, 
the local human rights group UTHR termed it an act of state terror. 

Recruitment of children 

According to the Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR), the Rome Statute of 
International Criminal Court identifies "conscripting or enlisting children under the age 
of fifteen years into armed forces or groups or using them to participate actively in 
hostilities" as a war crime. The agency has accused that Sri Lankan government backed 
paramilitary forces of recruiting children, describing is a "state terror" and has appealed 
to the international community to refer Sri Lanka to the International Criminal Court for 
investigation into the violations of the Rome Statute. 

Torture and Rape 

The International Federation of Tamils, a pro-LTTE consortium of Tamil groups, alleged 
that the systematic use of torture and rape is instruments of state terrorism. David Jeyaraj 
a prominent Sri Lankan journalist from Canada has termed the act of torture, rape and 
murder of a family in the Vankalai massacre as an act of State terrorism. Human Rights 
groups have condemned this massacre and demanded an independent investigation. In 
Trauma of Terrorism author Yael Danieli states that the Sri Lankan state is the most 
guilty in the use of terror. It further claimed that state terrorism became institutionalized 
into very law of structure of society and mechanism of governance, in the recent event's 
Hillary Clinton has been quoted to have mentioned Sri Lanka of using rape used as a 
tactic of war, this accusation adds to the report's of such incidents happening in Sri 
Lanka. 
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Media Freedom 

Opposition leader Ranil Wickremesinghe has charged that the government of Sri Lanka 
has turned into a junta, "This junta has control over the economy, business activities and 
defense. They have unleashed corruption and terror on the country." He claimed that the 
attack on the Sunday Leader press facility, an independent English weekly could not have 
occurred without the knowledge of Sri Lankan Defense Ministry, since its located in a 
High Security Zone, neighboring military air force base, defense academy and a military 
camp. 

Furthermore, UTHR, a local human rights organization claimed that the media has been 
repressed by State Terrorism. Some activists have linked the lack of coverage of the 
displacement of Tamils in late 2008 (specifically, people being relocated to welfare 
villages) in India to evidence of new anti-democratic controls over the media. 
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Chapter- 5 

United States and State Terrorism 

 

 
The United States government has been the subject of accusations of state terrorism 
by many groups and individuals, including historians, political theorists, government 
officials, and others. These accusations also include arguments that the US has funded, 
trained, and harbored individuals or groups who engaged in terrorism. The states in 
which the U.S. has allegedly conducted or supported terror operations include the 
Philippines, Cuba, Chile, Guatemala, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Japan, Nicaragua, and 
Vietnam, along with its historic internal operations against Native Americans. 

Definitions 

Like the definition of terrorism and the definition of state-sponsored terrorism, the 
definition of state terrorism remains controversial. There is no international consensus on 
what terrorism, state-sponsored terrorism, or state terrorism is. Gus Martin described state 
terrorism as terrorism "committed by governments and quasi-governmental agencies and 
personnel against perceived enemies", which can be directed against both domestic and 
external enemies. The original general meaning of terrorism was of terrorism by the state, 
as reflected in the 1798 supplement of the Dictionnaire of the Académie française, which 
described terrorism as the systeme, regime de la terreur (the system or rule of terror). 
Similarly, a terrorist in the late 18th century was considered any person "who attempted 
to further his views by a system of coercive intimidation." The Encyclopædia Britannica 
Online defines terrorism generally as "the systematic use of violence to create a general 
climate of fear in a population and thereby to bring about a particular political objective", 
and adds that terrorism has been practiced by "state institutions such as armies, 
intelligence services, and police." The encyclopedia adds that "[e]stablishment terrorism, 
often called state or state-sponsored terrorism, is employed by governments -- or more 
often by factions within governments -- against that government's citizens, against 
factions within the government, or against foreign governments or groups." Michael 
Stohl argued, "The use of terror tactics is common in international relations and the state 
has been and remains a more likely employer of terrorism within the international system 
than insurgents. Stohl added that "[n]ot all acts of state violence are terrorism. It is 
important to understand that in terrorism the violence threatened or perpetrated, has 
purposes broader than simple physical harm to a victim. The audience of the act or threat 
of violence is more important than the immediate victim." 
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Professor Igor Primoratz of the University of Melbourne wrote that many scholars have 
been reluctant to assign the word "terrorism" to activities that could be construed as 
"legitimate state aims". Primoratz himself defined terrorism as "the deliberate use of 
violence, or threat of its use, against innocent people...", and wrote that his definition 
could be applied to both state and non-state activities. 

General allegations against the US 

A CIA "Red Cell" report on February 2, 2010, discussed the risks of people, including 
foreign governments, learning of US-exported terrorism. "Contrary to common belief, the 
American export of terrorism or terrorists is not a recent phenomenon, nor has it been 
associated only with Islamic radicals or people of Middle Eastern, African or South Asian 
ethnic origin." The CIA report examines a number of examples of terrorism exported 
from the US, and finds that perceptions abroad of the US as an "Exporter of Terrorism," 
together with US government double standards in international law, may cause foreign 
governments to stop cooperating in CIA rendition of prisoners, to arrest CIA officers, and 
to refuse to share terrorism-related intelligence with the United States. 

In October 2001, Arno Mayer, an Emeritus Professor of History at Princeton University, 
charged that "since 1947 America has been the chief and pioneering perpetrator of 
'preemptive' state terror, exclusively in the Third World and therefore widely 
dissembled." Noam Chomsky also argued that "Washington is the center of global state 
terrorism and has been for years." Chomsky has charged that the tactics used by agents of 
the U.S. government and their proxies in their execution of U.S. foreign policy—in such 
countries as Nicaragua—are a form of terrorism and that the U.S is "a leading terrorist 
state." 

After President George W. Bush began using the term "War on Terrorism", Chomsky 
stated in an interview:"The U.S. is officially committed to what is called "low-intensity 
warfare"... If you read the definition of low-intensity conflict in army manuals and 
compare it with official definitions of "terrorism" in army manuals, or the U.S. Code, you 
find they're almost the same." 

In 1985 the historian Henry Steele Commager wrote that "Americans, too, must confess 
their own terrorism against those they feared or hated or regarded as "lesser breeds."" 
Commager cited instances spanning several centuries - the 1637 massacre of the Pequot, 
the 1864 Sand Creek massacre, the Philippine–American War (1899–1902), and the 1968 
My Lai massacre. 

The longstanding and widespread use of state terrorism by the U.S. commented upon by 
Americans, including 3 star General William Odom, formerly President Reagan's NSA 
Director, who wrote: 

"As many critics have pointed, out, terrorism is not an enemy. It is a tactic. Because the 
United States itself has a long record of supporting terrorists and using terrorist tactics, 
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the slogans of today's war on terrorism merely makes the United States look hypocritical 
to the rest of the world." 

State terrorism and propaganda 

Richard Falk, Professor Emeritus of International Law and Practice at Princeton, has 
argued that the U.S. and other first-world states, as well as mainstream mass media 
institutions, have obfuscated the true character and scope of terrorism, promulgating a 
one-sided view from the standpoint of first-world privilege. He has said that 

if 'terrorism' as a term of moral and legal opprobrium is to be used at all, then it 
should apply to violence deliberately targeting civilians, whether committed by 
state actors or their non-state enemies. 

Moreover, Falk argued that the repudiation of authentic non-state terrorism is insufficient 
as a strategy for mitigating it, writing that 

we must also illuminate the character of terrorism, and its true scope... The 
propagandists of the modern state conceal its reliance on terrorism and associate it 
exclusively with Third World revolutionaries and their leftist sympathizers in the 
industrial countries. 

Falk also argued that people who committed "terrorist" acts against the United States 
could use the Nuremberg Defense. 

Daniel Schorr, reviewing Falk's Revolutionaries and Functionaries, argued that Falk's 
definition of terrorism hinges on some unstated definition of "permissible"; this, says 
Schorr, makes the judgment of what is terrorism inherently "subjective", and furthermore, 
he suggests, leads Falk to characterize some acts he considers impermissible as 
"terrorism", but others he considers permissible as merely "terroristic". 

Mr. Falk overstates his point when he asserts that "revolutionaries and 
functionaries both endanger political democracy by their adoption and 
dissemination of exterminist attitudes, policies, and practices." To say that "all 
forms of impermissible political violence are terrorism" is to beg the question, 
requiring the author to make subjective judgments about the "permissible." Thus, 
the antiapartheid movement in South Africa becomes "a legitimate armed 
struggle, even if some of its tactics are terroristic in design and execution." 
However justified the struggle against apartheid may be, Mr. Falk's exception to 
his own rule seems to be subjectively determined. 
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Specific allegations against the US by region 

Indonesia's anti-Communist purges (1965-66) 

The 1965-66 anti-Communist purge in Indonesia, assisted by the United States 
government, and carried out by the Indonesian Army, is described in an internal CIA 
publication as follows: "In terms of the numbers killed, the anti-PKI massacres in 
Indonesia rank as one of the worst mass murders of the twentieth century, along with the 
Soviet purges of the 1930s, the Nazi mass murders during the Second World War, and the 
Maoist bloodbath of the early 1950s. In this regard, the Indonesian coup is certainly one 
of the most significant events of the twentieth century, far more significant than many 
other events that have received much more publicity." 

Senior US diplomats and CIA officials compiled lists of Communist operatives and 
provided a list of approximately 5,000 names to the Indonesian Army as it captured and 
annihilated the Indonesian Communist party and its sympathizers. State Department and 
CIA officers spent two years compiling the lists and delivered them to an Army 
intermediary. Joseph Lazarsky, the deputy CIA station chief in Jakarta, said that 
confirmation of the killings came straight from Suharto's headquarters. 'We were getting 
a good account in Jakarta of who was being picked up,' said Lazarsky. 'The army had a 
"shooting list" of 4,000 to 5,000 people. They didn't have enough goon squads to zap 
them all, and some individuals were valuable for interrogation. The infrastructure (of the 
PKI) was zapped almost immediately. We knew what they were doing... Suharto and his 
advisers said, if you keep them alive, you have to feed them.' Robert J. Martens, head of 
the embassy group that compiled the lists, acknowledged that the names on the lists were 
killed or captured in overwhelming numbers: "It really was a big help to the army. It's a 
big part of the reason the PKI has never come back." 

Approval for the release of names put on the lists came from top US embassy officials; 
Ambassador Marshall Green, deputy chief of mission Jack Lydman and political section 
chief Edward Masters. The lists included names of provincial, city and other local PKI 
committee members, and leaders of the PKI national labor federation, women's and youth 
groups. According to Green, "[the embassy] had a lot more information [about the PKI] 
than the Indonesians themselves...The government did not have very good information on 
the Communist setup, and [Martens] gave me the impression that this information was 
superior to anything they had." 

The American Ambassador in Jakarta was Marshall Green, known in the State De-
partment as 'the coupmaster'. Green had arrived in Jakarta only months earlier, bringing 
with him a reputation for having supported the overthrow of the Korean dictator and 
strongman Syngman Rhee, who had fallen out with the Americans. When the killings got 
under way in Indonesia, manuals on student organizing, written in Korean and English, 
were distributed by the US embassy to the Indonesian Student Action Command 
(KAMI). The US also directly funded those participating in the anti-Communist 
repression. On December 2, 1965, Green endorsed a plan to provide fifty-million rupiahs 
to what he called “the Kap-Gestapu movement,” which he described as an “army-inspired 
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but civilian-staffed action group” which was “carrying [the] burden of current repressive 
efforts targeted against PKI, particularly in Central Java.” Green did not mention the fact 
that “current repressive efforts” against the PKI in Central Java consisted, according to 
the US Consulate in Medan, of an attempt to “eradicate all PKI.” That he was aware of 
this fact is beyond doubt, as he himself noted that the Embassy had access to “substantial 
intelligence reporting” on Kap-Gestapu activities, activities which he assured the State 
Department were “fully consonant with and coordinated by the army” and which he 
praised as “highly successful.” 

The US government also provided the Indonesian army with important logistical 
equipment including small arms, jeeps and dozens of field radios. Investigative reporter 
Kathy Kadene, reporting on information gathered from taped interviews with former top-
level embassy officials stationed in Indonesia, writes: "...the Central Intelligence Agency 
hastily provided the radios—state-of-the-art Collins KWM-2s, high-frequency single-
sideband transceivers, the highest-powered mobile unit available at that time to the 
civilian and commercial market. The radios, stored at Clark Field in the Philippines, were 
secretly flown by the US Air Force into Indonesia. They were then distributed directly to 
Soeharto's headquarters—called by its acronym KOSTRAD—by Pentagon 
representatives. The radios plugged a major hole in Army communications: at that critical 
moment, there were no means for troops on Java and the out-islands to talk directly with 
Jakarta." The Indonesian generals requested the equipment directly, through a designated 
liaison in Bangkok, Thailand. The tactical communications equipment was used for the 
purpose of linking Jakarta with military commands carrying out anti-PKI repressions in 
Sumatra, Java and Sulawesi. The arms provided were of both US and non-US origin, 
requested specifically to “arm Moslem and nationalist youths in Central Java for use 
against the PKI.” Brad Simpson, Assistant Professor of History and International Studies 
at Princeton University and director of the Indonesia/East Timor Documentation Project 
at George Washington University stated that "The United States was directly involved to 
the extent that they provided the Indonesian Armed Forces with assistance that they 
introduced to help facilitate the mass killings."  

On October 5, 1965, Green cabled Washington on how the United States could 'shape 
developments to our advantage'. The plan was to blacken the name of the PKI and its 
'protector', Sukarno. The propaganda should be based on '(spreading) the story of the 
PKI's guilt, treachery and brutality'. At the height of the bloodbath, Green assured 
General Suharto: 'The US is generally sympathetic with and admiring of what the army is 
doing.' As for the numbers killed, Howard Federspiel, the Indonesia expert at the State 
Department's Bureau of Intelligence and Research in 1965, said 'No one cared, as long as 
they were communists, that they were being butchered. No one was getting very worked 
up about it.' 

The common estimate of the death toll of the anti-Communist purge is 500,000, although 
higher, more unreliable estimates put the death toll at or above 1,000,000. 
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Indonesia's occupation of East Timor (1975-1999) 

In 1975, the Ford administration, including President Ford himself and Henry Kissinger, 
authorized and supported Indonesia's invasion and occupation of East Timor. Subsequent 
US administrations continued support of Indonesia while the Indonesian army 
systematically destroyed East Timor; throughout the 24 year period, the army forcibly 
sterilized women, carried out massacres, engaged in systematic rape, torture, and food 
deprivation, destroyed whole villages and forced hundreds of thousands into virtual 
concentration camps. By 1980 the occupation had left more than 100,000 dead with some 
estimates running as high as 230,000. 

On the day before the invasion, U.S. President Gerald R. Ford and U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger met with Indonesian president Suharto. According to declassified 
documents released by the National Security Archive (NSA) in December 2001, they 
gave a green light for the invasion. In response to Suharto saying "We want your 
understanding if it was deemed necessary to take rapid or drastic action [in East Timor]." 
Ford replied, "We will understand and not press you on the issue. We understand the 
problem and the intentions you have." Kissinger similarly agreed, though he had fears 
that the use of US-made arms in the invasion would be exposed to public scrutiny, talking 
of their desire to "influence the reaction in America" so that "there would be less chance 
of people talking in an unauthorised way." The US also hoped the invasion would be 
relatively swift and not involve protracted resistance. "It is important that whatever you 
do succeeds quickly," Kissinger said to Suharto. 

The US also played a crucial role in supplying weapons to Indonesia. Following the 
invasion, U.S. arms sales to Indonesia quadrupled from 1974 to 1975 from $12 million to 
more than $65 million. U.S. military aid to Jakarta doubled from 1974 to 1976, from $17 
million to $40 million. Arms sales dropped to $10–$12 million per year during the last 
two years of the Ford Administration, but increased $112 million in 1978, and averaged 
nearly $60 million per year for the duration of the Carter administration. During the 
Reagan years, the weapons flow continued, averaging over $40 million per year in arms 
sales in the first four years. In 1986, sales skyrocketed to $311.5 million in weapons and 
F-16 fighter craft. Military aid continued through the Bush and Clinton years until it was 
completely severed in 1999. Overt US arms provisions to Indonesia between 1975 and 
1995 amounted to approximately $1,118,900,000 A week after the invasion of East 
Timor the National Security Council prepared a detailed analysis of the Indonesian 
military units involved and the U.S. equipment they used. The analysis revealed that 
virtually all of the military equipment used in the invasion was U.S. supplied: U.S.-
supplied destroyer escorts shelled East Timor as the attack unfolded; Indonesian marines 
disembarked from U.S.-supplied landing craft; U.S.-supplied C-47 and C-130 aircraft 
dropped Indonesian paratroops and strafed Dili with .50 caliber machine guns; while the 
17th and 18th Airborne brigades which led the assault on the Timorese capital were 
"totally U.S. MAP supported," and their jump masters U.S. trained. 

While the US government claimed to have suspended military assistance from December 
1975 to June 1976, military aid was actually above what the US Department of State 
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proposed and the US Congress continued to increase it, nearly doubling it. The US also 
made four new offers of arms, including supplies and parts for 16 OV-10 Broncos which, 
according to Cornell University Professor Benedict Anderson, are "specially designed for 
counter-insurgency actions against adversaries without effective anti-aircraft weapons 
and wholly useless for defending Indonesia against a foreign enemy", adding that the 
policy continued under the Carter administration. Between 1975 and 1980, when the 
violence was at its climax, the United States transferred more than $274,300,000 in arms 
to Indonesia. 

Indonesian activist José Ramos-Horta has had painful personal experience of the impact 
of U.S. arms sales to Indonesia, as he set out in detail in an October 1996 article in the 
International Herald Tribune: "In the summer of 1978, with East Timorese guerillas 
continuing to resist the Indonesian military occupation, the war struck my family. My 
sister Maria Ortensia was killed by a U.S.-made Bronco aircraft that was being used by 
Indonesian forces in East Timor for counterinsurgency operations. The same year I lost 
two brothers, Nunu and Guilherme, the first killed by fire from a U.S.-designed M-16 
automatic assault rifle made under license in Indonesia, and the second during a rocket 
and strafing attack by a U.S.-supplied helicopter on an East Timorese village." 

Testifying before the US Congress, the Deputy Legal Advisor of the US State 
Department, George Aldrich said the Indonesians "were armed roughly 90 percent with 
our equipment we really did not know very much. Maybe we did not want to know very 
much but I gather that for a time we did not know." Indonesia was never informed of the 
supposed US "aid suspension". David T. Kenney, Country Officer for Indonesia in the 
US State Department, also testified before Congress that one purpose for the arms was 
"to keep that area [Timor] peaceful." 

At the United Nations, American ambassador Daniel Patrick Moynihan undertook the 
task of blocking Security Council action against East Timor: ""The United States wished 
things to turn out as they did, and worked to bring this about. The Department of State 
desired that the United Nations prove utterly ineffective in whatever measures it 
undertook. This task was given to me, and I carried it forward with no inconsiderable 
success." 

Operation Speedy Express (1968-1969) 

Operation Speedy Express was a large-scale, rural "pacification" operation carried out in 
Vietnam's Mekong Delta (in the province of Kien Hoa) by the United States Army's 
Ninth Infantry Division. Eight thousand infantrymen were involved in the operation and 
the division relied heavily on artillery, helicopters gunships and support from B-52 
bombers. There were 3,381 tactical air strikes by tighter bombers during Speedy Express. 

Reporter Kevin P. Buckley of Newsweek examined the military and hospital records of 
the Operation and interviewed South Vietnamese inhabitants of Kien Hoa province: 
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"All the evidence I gathered pointed to a clear conclusion: a staggering number of 
noncombatant civilians - perhaps as many as 5,000 according to one official - were killed 
by U.S. fire power to 'pacify' Kien Hoa. The death toll there made the My Lai massacre 
look trifling by comparison.... Cumulative statistics for "Speedy Express" show that 
10,899 'enemy' were killed...[but] the enormous discrepancy between the body count [i.e. 
11,000] and the number of captured weapons [i.e. 748] is hard to explain... 

Virtually every person to whom I spoke had suffered in some way: 'There were 5,000 
people in our village before 1969, but there were none in 1970', one village elder told me. 
'The Americans destroyed every house with artillery, air strikes, or by burning them 
down with cigarette lighters. About 100 people were killed by bombing, others were 
wounded and others became refugees. Many were children killed by concussion from the 
bombs which their small bodies could not withstand, even if they were hiding 
underground.' Other officials, including the village police chief, corroborated the man's 
testimony." 

One sergeant in the Ninth Division wrote that his unit's policy was to shoot NLF fighters 
and anyone who ran: "Nobody ever gave direct orders to 'shoot civilians' that I know of, 
but the results didn't show any different than if...they had ordered it. The Vietnamese 
were dead, victims of the body count pressure and nobody cared enough to try to stop it." 

Several officers within the unit corroborated the reports of outside observers; 
Commanding officers encouraged the use of massive, indiscriminate firepower to wrack 
up high body counts. Louis Janowski, an adviser during Speedy Express,observed the 
operations and called them a form of 'non selective terrorism': "I have flown Phantom III 
missions and have medivaced enough elderly people and children to firmly believe that 
the percentage of Viet Cong killed by support assets is roughly equal to the percentage of 
Viet Cong in the population", he wrote. "That is, if 8% of the population [of] an area is 
VC about 8% of the people we kill are VC." 

Atomic bombings of Japan (1945) 

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II remain the only 
time a state has used nuclear weapons against people. Because concentrated civilian 
populated areas were targeted, critics hold that it represents the single greatest act of state 
terrorism in the 20th century even though it was done during wartime. Others defend the 
bombings as shortening the war, arguing that the loss of life could have been greater if 
the war had continued, even though the dead were civilian. 
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Nagasaki before and after bombing 

For scholars and historians, the primary ethics debate over the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, relate to whether the use of nuclear weapons were justified. A 
number of scholars consider the atomic bombings to be a form of state terrorism, based 
on a definition of terrorism as the targeting of civilians to achieve a political goal. 

Some scholars have also argued that the bombings weakened moral taboos against attacks 
on civilians, and allege that this led to such attacks becoming a standard tactic in 
subsequent US military actions. The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki remain 
the only time nuclear weapons have been used in war. 
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Views and opinions 

According to Thomas Allen, the bombings were part of the overall military strategy to 
defeat Japan by forcing as quick an end to the war as possible while minimizing loss of 
life and also avoid a very costly, in terms of both Japanese and Allied casualties, invasion 
of the Japanese mainland. However, there is considerable debate on the use of nuclear 
weapons to achieve that military objective that centers on whether killing hundreds of 
thousands of unarmed civilians with such weapons was moral or even necessary, 
especially the need for a second nuclear bomb to be dropped on Nagasaki. 

Viewed as state terrorism 

 
 
A Japanese report on the bombing characterized Nagasaki as "like a graveyard with not a 
tombstone standing". 

Historian Howard Zinn writes: "if 'terrorism' has a useful meaning (and I believe it does, 
because it marks off an act as intolerable, since it involves the indiscriminate use of 
violence against human beings for some political purpose), then it applies exactly to the 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki." Zinn cites the sociologist Kai Erikson who states 
that: 

The attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were not 'combat' in any of the ways that word is 
normally used. Nor were they primarily attempts to destroy military targets, for the two 
cities had been chosen not despite but because they had a high density of civilian 
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housing. Whether the intended audience was Russian or Japanese or a combination of 
both, then the attacks were to be a show, a display, a demonstration. The question is: 
What kind of mood does a fundamentally decent people have to be in, what kind of moral 
arrangements must it make, before it is willing to annihilate as many as a quarter of a 
million human beings for the sake of making a point? 

The just war theorist Michael Walzer argues that while taking the lives of civilians can be 
justified under conditions of 'supreme emergency', the war situation at that time did not 
constitute such an emergency and was influenced by the U.S. demand for an 
unconditional Japanese surrender. Tony Coady, Frances V. Harbour, and Jamal Nassar 
also view the targeting of civilians during the bombings as a form of terrorism. 

Richard A. Falk, professor Emeritus of International Law and Practice at Princeton 
University has written in detail about Hiroshima and Nagasaki as instances of state 
terrorism. He writes "The graveyards of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the number-one 
exhibits of state terrorism... Consider the hypocrisy of an Administration that portrays 
Qaddafi as barbaric while preparing to inflict terrorism on a far grander scale.... Any 
counter terrorism policy worth the name must include a convincing indictment of the 
First World variety.". He writes elsewhere that: 

Undoubtedly the most extreme and permanently traumatizing instance of state terrorism, 
perhaps in the history of warfare, involved the use of atomic bombs against the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in military settings in which the explicit function of the attacks 
was to terrorize the population through mass slaughter and to confront its leaders with the 
prospect of national annihilation....the public justification for the attacks given by the 
U.S. government then and now was mainly to save lives that might otherwise might have 
been lost in a military campaign to conquer and occupy the Japanese home islands which 
was alleged as necessary to attain the war time goal of unconditional surrender.... But 
even accepting the rationale for the atomic attacks at face value, which means 
discounting both the geopolitical motivations and the pressures to show that the immense 
investment of the Manhattan Project had struck pay dirt, and disregarding the Japanese 
efforts to arrange their surrender prior to the attacks, the idea that massive death can be 
deliberately inflicted on a helpless civilian population as a tactic of war certainly qualifies 
as state terror of unprecedented magnitude, particularly as the United States stood on the 
edge of victory, which might well have been consummated by diplomacy. As Michael 
Walzer puts it, the United States owed the Japanese people 'an experiment in negotiation,' 
but even if such an initiative had failed there was no foundation in law or morality for 
atomic attacks on civilian targets. 

Steven Poole, author of Unspeak (2006), states in Chapter 6 (entitled 'Terror'), page 130 
that: 

'Remember that people killed by terrorism are not the people the perpetrators wish to 
persuade. They are exemplars, bargaining chips. There is a disconnect between victims 
and audience; the violence is a warning to people other than those targeted. (The writer 
Brian Jenkins has sumed up this fact in the catchphrase 'terrorism is theatre': a US Army 
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lieutenant colonel went one better, telling a reporter in Baghdad in 2003: 'terrorism is 
grand theater') Unfortunately this, too, is true of many government actions. Consider the 
nuclear bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima in 1945. The US had not identified every 
citizen in those cities as being an indispensable part of the Japanese war effort. On the 
contrary, the bombings were designed as an awful demonstration: to instil such fear in the 
Japanese government that they would surrender. The bomb thus spoke thus: Give up or 
there'll be more where this came from. It also sent a powerful message to a secondary 
audience: Joseph Stalin. On this measure, Hiroshima and Nagasaki are, by many orders 
of magnitude, the greatest acts of terrorism in history.' 

Viewed as primarily wartime acts 

Burleigh Taylor Wilkins states in Terrorism and Collective Responsibility that "any 
definition which allowed the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to count as instances 
of terrorism would be too broad." He goes on to argue "The bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, while obviously intended by the American government to alter the policies of 
the Japanese government, seem for all the terror they involved, more an act of war than of 
terrorism." 

It has also been argued, under the view that Japan was involved in a total war, that 
therefore there was no difference between civilians and soldiers. The targets, while they 
may not primarily have been chosen for this reason, had, in this view, strategic military 
value. Hiroshima was used as headquarters of the Fifth Division and the 2nd General 
Army, which commanded the defense of southern Japan with 40,000 military personal in 
the city, and was a communication center, a storage point with military factories. 
Nagasaki was of wartime importance because of its wide-ranging industrial activity, 
including the production of ordinance, ships, military equipment, and other war materials. 

In 1963, the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were the subject of a judicial 
review in Ryuichi Shimoda et al. v. The State. The District Court of Tokyo declined to 
rule on the legality of nuclear weapons in general, but found that "the attacks upon 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki caused such severe and indiscriminate suffering that they did 
violate the most basic legal principles governing the conduct of war." Francisco Gómez 
points out in an article published in the International Review of the Red Cross that, with 
respect to the "anti-city" or "blitz" strategy, that "in examining these events in the light of 
international humanitarian law, it should be borne in mind that during the Second World 
War there was no agreement, treaty, convention or any other instrument governing the 
protection of the civilian population or civilian property."  

The possibility that attacks such as those on Hiroshima and Nagasaki could be considered 
war crimes under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court was one of the 
major reasons often given by John Bolton (while US ambassador to the United Nations) 
for the United States not agreeing to be bound by the Rome Statute. 

Viewed as diplomacy or state terrorism not considered 



WT
________________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES________________________ 
 

Critical scholarship has focused on the argument that the use of atomic weapons was 
"primarily for diplomatic purposes rather than for military requirements ... to impress and 
intimidate the Soviet Union in the emerging Cold War." Certain scholars who oppose the 
decision to use of the atom bomb, while they state it was unnecessary and immoral, do 
not claim it was state terrorism per se. Walker's 2005 overview of recent historiography 
did not discuss the issue of state terrorism. 

Forward effects 

Political science professor Michael Stohl and peace studies researcher George A. Lopez, 
in their book Terrible beyond Endurance? The Foreign Policy of State Terrorism, discuss 
the argument that the institutionalized form of terrorism carried out by states have 
occurred as a result of changes that took place following World War II, and in particular 
the two bombings. In their analysis state terrorism as a form of foreign policy was shaped 
by the presence and use of weapons of mass destruction, and that the legitimizing of such 
violent behavior led to an increasingly accepted form of state behavior. They consider 
both Germany's bombing of London (q.v. The Blitz) and the US atomic destruction of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to be examples of this. 

Scholars treating the subject have discussed the bombings within a wider context of the 
weakening of the moral taboos that were in place prior to World War II, which prohibited 
mass attacks against civilians during wartime. Mark Selden, professor of sociology and 
history at Binghamton University and author of War and State Terrorism: The United 
States, Japan, and the Asia-Pacific in the Long Twentieth Century, writes, "This 
deployment of air power against civilians would become the centerpiece of all subsequent 
U.S. wars, a practice in direct contravention of the Geneva principles, and cumulatively 
the single most important example of the use of terror in twentieth century warfare." 
Falk, Selden, and Prof. Douglas Lackey, each of whom relate the Japan bombings to what 
they believe was a similar pattern of state terrorism in following wars, particularly the 
Korean War and the Vietnam War. Professor Selden writes: "Over the next half century, 
the United States would destroy with impunity cities and rural populations throughout 
Asia, beginning in Japan and continuing in North Korea, Indochina, Iraq and 
Afghanistan, to mention only the most heavily bombed nations...if nuclear weapons 
defined important elements of the global balance of terror centered on U.S.-Soviet 
conflict, "conventional" bomb attacks defined the trajectory of the subsequent half 
century of warfare." 

Cuba (1959-present) 

After Fidel Castro's forces vanquished Fulgencio Batista's forces, a new government was 
formed in Cuba on January 2, 1959. The CIA initiated a campaign of regime change in 
the early parts of 1959, and by the spring of 1959 was arming counter-revolutionary 
guerrillas inside Cuba. By winter of that year US-based Cubans were being supervised by 
the CIA in the orchestration of bombings and incendiary raids against Cuba. Piero 
Gleijeses, Jorge I. Dominguez, and Richard Kearney refer to the US actions against 
Castro during the early 1960s as terrorism.  
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Cuban government officials have accused the United States government of being an 
accomplice and protector of terrorism against Cuba on many occasions. According to 
Ricardo Alarcón, President of Cuba's national assembly "Terrorism and violence, crimes 
against Cuba, have been part and parcel of U.S. policy for almost half a century." 
Testifying before the United States Senate in 1978, Richard Helms, former CIA Director, 
stated; "We had task forces that were striking at Cuba constantly. We were attempting to 
blow up power plants. We were attempting to ruin sugar mills. We were attempting to do 
all kinds of things in this period. This was a matter of American government policy." 

The claims formed part of Cuba's $181.1 billion lawsuit in 1999 in Havana's Popular 
Provincial Tribunal against the United States on behalf of the Cuban people which 
alleged that for over 40 years, "terrorism has been permanently used by the U.S. as an 
instrument of its foreign policy against Cuba", and it "became more systematic as a result 
of the covert action program." The lawsuit detailed a history of terrorism allegedly 
supported by the United States. The United States has long denied any involvement in the 
acts named in the lawsuit. 

 
 
Gathering of Operation 40 operatives including Guillermo Novo Sampol, (left; fourth 
from camera) wanted in Venezuela for extradition in connection with terrorist acts, 
Mexico City 22 January 1963. 

Cuba also claims US involvement in the paramilitary group Omega 7, the CIA 
undercover operation known as Operation 40, and the umbrella group the Coordination of 
United Revolutionary Organizations. Cuban counterterrorism investigator Roberto 
Hernández testified in a Miami court that the bomb attacks were "part of a campaign of 
terror designed to scare civilians and foreign tourists, harming Cuba's single largest 
industry." 
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In 2001, Cuban Ambassador to the UN Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla called for UN General 
Assembly to address all forms and manifestations of terrorism in every corner of the 
world, including — without exception — state terrorism. He alleged to the UN General 
Assembly that 3,478 Cubans have died as a result of aggressions and terrorist acts. The 
Ambassador however did not claim that the US had committed terrorist acts. He also 
alleged that the United States had provided safe shelter to "those who funded, planned 
and carried out terrorist acts with absolute impunity, tolerated by the United States 
Government." 

Operation Mongoose 

An objective of the Kennedy administration was the removal of Fidel Castro from power. 
To this end it implemented Operation Mongoose, a US program of sabotage and other 
secret operations against the island. Mongoose was led by Edward Lansdale in the 
Defense Department and William King Harvey at the CIA. Samuel Halpern, a CIA co-
organizer, conveyed the breadth of involvement: "CIA and the U. S. Army and military 
forces and Department of Commerce, and Immigration, Treasury, God knows who else 
— everybody was in Mongoose. It was a government-wide operation run out of Bobby 
Kennedy's office with Ed Lansdale as the mastermind." The scope of Mongoose included 
sabotage actions against a railway bridge, petroleum storage facilities, a molasses storage 
container, a petroleum refinery, a power plant, a sawmill, and a floating crane. Harvard 
Historian Jorge Domínguez stated that "only once in [the] thousand pages of 
documentation did a U.S. official raise something that resembled a faint moral objection 
to U.S. government sponsored terrorism." The CIA operation was based in Miami, 
Florida and among other aspects of the operation, enlisted the help of the Mafia to plot an 
assassination attempt against Fidel Castro, the Cuban president; for instance, William 
Harvey was one of the CIA case officers who directly dealt with the mafiosi John Roselli. 

Dominguez wrote that Kennedy put a hold on Mongoose actions as the Cuban Missile 
Crisis escalated, and the "Kennedy administration returned to its policy of sponsoring 
terrorism against Cuba as the confrontation with the Soviet Union lessened." However, 
Chomsky argued that "terrorist operations continued through the tensest moments of the 
missile crisis," remarking that "they were formally canceled on October 30, several days 
after the Kennedy and Khrushchev agreement, but went on nonetheless." Accordingly, 
"the Executive Committee of the National Security Council recommended various 
courses of action, "including ‘using selected Cuban exiles to sabotage key Cuban 
installations in such a manner that the action can plausibly be attributed to Cubans in 
Cuba’ as well as ‘sabotaging Cuban cargo and shipping, and [Soviet] Bloc cargo and 
shipping to Cuba." Peter Kornbluh, senior analyst at the National Security Archive at 
George Washington University, raised the point that according to the documentary 
record, directly after the first executive committee (EXCOMM) meeting that was held on 
the missile crisis, Attorney General Robert Kennedy "convened a meeting of the 
Operation Mongoose team" expressing disappointment in its results and pledging to take 
a closer personal attention on the matter. Kornbluh accused RFK of taking "the most 
irrational position during the most extraordinary crisis in the history of U. S. foreign 
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policy", remarking that "Not to belabor the obvious, but for chrissake, a nuclear crisis is 
happening and Bobby wants to start blowing things up.". 

Historian Stephen G. Rabe wrote that "scholars have understandably focused on...the Bay 
of Pigs invasion, the U.S. campaign of terrorism and sabotage known as Operation 
Mongoose, the assassination plots against Fidel Castro, and, of course, the Cuban missile 
crisis. Less attention has been given to the state of U.S.-Cuban relations in the aftermath 
of the missile crisis." In contrast Rabe wrote that reports from the Church Committee 
reveal that from June 1963 onward the Kennedy administration intensified its war against 
Cuba while the CIA integrated propaganda, "economic denial", and sabotage to attack the 
Cuban state as well as specific targets within. One example cited is an incident where 
CIA agents, seeking to assassinate Castro, provided a Cuban official, Rolando Cubela 
Secades, with a ballpoint pen rigged with a poisonous hypodermic needle. At this time 
the CIA received authorization for thirteen major operations within Cuba; these included 
attacks on an electric power plant, an oil refinery, and a sugar mill. Rabe has written that 
the "Kennedy administration...showed no interest in Castro's repeated request that the 
United States cease its campaign of sabotage and terrorism against Cuba. Kennedy did 
not pursue a dual-track policy toward Cuba....The United States would entertain only 
proposals of surrender." Rabe further documents how "Exile groups, such as Alpha 66 
and the Second Front of Escambray, staged hit-and-run raids on the island...on ships 
transporting goods...purchased arms in the United States and launched...attacks from the 
Bahamas."  

Allegations of harboring terrorists 

The Cuban revolution resulted in a large Cuban refugee community in the U.S., some of 
whom have conducted long-term insurgency campaigns against Cuba. and conducted 
training sessions at a secluded camp near the Florida Everglades. These efforts are 
charged to have been directly supported initially by the United States government. The 
failed military invasion of Cuba during the administration of John F. Kennedy at the Bay 
of Pigs marked the end of documented U.S. involvement. 

The Cuban Government, its supporters and some outside observers have charged that the 
group Alpha 66, whose former secretary general Andrés Nazario Sargén acknowledged 
terrorist attacks on Cuban tourist spots in the 1990s and conducted training sessions at a 
secluded camp near the Florida Everglades, has, according to Cuba's official newspaper 
Granma, been supported by the National Endowment for Democracy, the United States 
Agency for International Development and, more directly, the CIA. 

Marcela Sanchez says that the U.S. has also failed to indict or prosecute the alleged 
terrorists Guillermo and Ignacio Novo Sampoll, Pedro Remon, and Gaspar Jimenez. 
Claudia Furiati has suggested Sampol was linked to President Kennedy's assassination 
and plans to kill President Castro. 

Luis Posada Carriles a former CIA operative, Posada has been convicted in absentia of 
involvement in various terrorist attacks and plots in the Western hemisphere, including 
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involvement in the 1976 bombing of a Cuban airliner that killed seventy-three people and 
has admitted to his involvement in other terrorist plots including a string of bombings in 
1997 targeting fashionable Cuban hotels and nightspots. In addition, he was jailed under 
accusations related to an assassination attempt on Fidel Castro in Panama in 2000, 
although he was later pardoned by Panamanian President Mireya Moscoso in the final 
days of her term. 

In 2005, Posada was held by U.S. authorities in Texas on the charge of illegal presence 
on national territory before the charges were dismissed on May 8, 2007. His release on 
bail on April 19, 2007 had elicited angry reactions from the Cuban and Venezuelan 
governments. The U.S. Justice Department had urged the court to keep him in jail 
because he was "an admitted mastermind of terrorist plots and attacks", a flight risk and a 
danger to the community. 

On September 28, 2005 a U.S. immigration judge ruled that Posada cannot be deported, 
finding that he faces the threat of torture in Venezuela. 

Nicaragua (1979-90) 

Following the rise to power of the left-wing Sandinista government in Nicaragua, the 
Ronald Reagan administration ordered the CIA to organize and train the Contras, a right 
wing guerrilla group. On December 1, 1981, President Reagan signed an initial, one-
paragraph "Finding" authorizing the CIA's paramilitary war against Nicaragua. 

The Republic of Nicaragua vs. The United States of America was a case heard in 1986 by 
the International Court of Justice which found that the United States had violated 
international law by direct acts of U.S. personnel and by the supporting Contra guerrillas 
in their war against the Nicaraguan government and by mining Nicaragua's harbors. The 
US was not imputable for possible human rights violations done by the Contras. The 
Court found that this was a conflict involving military and para-military forces and did 
not make a finding of state terrorism. 

Florida State University professor, Frederick H. Gareau, has written that the Contras 
"attacked bridges, electric generators, but also state-owned agricultural cooperatives, 
rural health clinics, villages and non-combatants." U.S. agents were directly involved in 
the fighting. "CIA commandos launched a series of sabotage raids on Nicaraguan port 
facilities. They mined the country's major ports and set fire to its largest oil storage 
facilities." In 1984 the U.S. Congress ordered this intervention to be stopped, however it 
was later shown that the CIA illegally continued. Professor Gareau has characterized 
these acts as "wholesale terrorism" by the United States. 

In 1984 a CIA manual for training the Nicaraguan Contras in psychological operations 
was leaked to the media, entitled "Psychological Operations in Guerrilla War". 

The manual recommended "selective use of violence for propagandistic effects" and to 
"neutralize" government officials. Nicaraguan Contras were taught to lead: 
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...selective use of armed force for PSYOP psychological operations effect.... Carefully 
selected, planned targets — judges, police officials, tax collectors, etc. — may be 
removed for PSYOP effect in a UWOA unconventional warfare operations area, but 
extensive precautions must insure that the people "concur" in such an act by thorough 
explanatory canvassing among the affected populace before and after conduct of the 
mission. 
—James Bovard, Freedom Daily 

Former State Department official William Blum, has written that "American pilots were 
flying diverse kinds of combat missions against Nicaraguan troops and carrying supplies 
to contras inside Nicaraguan territory. Several were shot down and killed. Some flew in 
civilian clothes, after having been told that they would be disavowed by the Pentagon if 
captured. Some contras told American congressmen that they were ordered to claim 
responsibility for a bombing raid organized by the CIA and flown by Agency 
mercenaries." According to Blum the Pentagon considered U.S. policy in Nicaragua to be 
a "blueprint for successful U.S. intervention in the Third World" and it would go "right 
into the textbooks". 

Colombian writer and former diplomat Clara Nieto, in her book "Masters of War", 
charged the Reagan administration was "the paradigm of a terrorist state", remarking that 
this was "ironically, the very thing Reagan claimed to be fighting." Nieto charged direct 
CIA involvement, claiming that "the CIA launched a series of terrorist actions from the 
"mothership" off Nicaragua's coast. In September 1983, she charged the agency attacked 
Puerto Sandino with rockets. The following month, frogmen blew up the underwater oil 
pipeline in the same port- the only one in the country. In October there was an attack on 
Pierto Corinto, Nicaragua's largest port, with mortars, rockets and grenades, blowing up 
five large oil and gasoline storage tanks. More than a hundred people were wounded, and 
the fierce fire, which could not be brought under control for two days, forced the 
evacuation of 23,000 people."  

Historian Greg Grandin described a disjuncture between official U.S. ideals and support 
for terrorism. "Nicaragua, where the United States backed not a counter insurgent state 
but anti-communist mercenaries, likewise represented a disjuncture between the idealism 
used to justify U.S. policy and its support for political terrorism... The corollary to the 
idealism embraced by the Republicans in the realm of diplomatic public policy debate 
was thus political terror. In the dirtiest of Latin America's dirty wars, their faith in 
America's mission justified atrocities in the name of liberty." In his analysis, Grandin 
charged that the behaviour of the U.S. backed-contras was particularly inhumane and 
vicious: "In Nicaragua, the U.S.-backed Contras decapitated, castrated, and otherwise 
mutilated civilians and foreign aid workers. Some earned a reputation for using spoons to 
gorge their victims eye's out. In one raid, Contras cut the breasts of a civilian defender to 
pieces and ripped the flesh off the bones of another."  
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Nicaragua vs. United States 

The Republic of Nicaragua vs. The United States of America was a case heard in 1986 by 
the International Court of Justice which ruled in Nicaragua's favor, and found that the 
United States had violated international law. The court stated that the United States had 
been involved in the "unlawful use of force", specifically that it was "in breach of its 
obligation under customary international law not to use force against another state" by 
direct acts of U.S. personnel and by the supporting Contra guerrillas in their war against 
the Nicaraguan government and by mining Nicaragua's harbors. The ICJ ordered the U.S. 
to pay reparations. The US was not imputable for possible human rights violations done 
by the Contras. The case led to considerable debate concerning the issue of the extent to 
which state support of terrorists implicates the state itself. A consensus among scholars of 
international law had not been reached by the mid-2000s. 

U.S. foreign policy critic Noam Chomsky argued that the U.S. was legally found guilty of 
international terrorism based on this verdict, which condemned the United States federal 
government for "unlawful use of force". 

The World Court considered their case, accepted it, and presented a long judgment, 
several hundred pages of careful legal and factual analysis that condemned the United 
States for what it called "unlawful use of force" — which is the judicial way of saying 
"international terrorism" — ordered the United States to terminate the crime and to pay 
substantial reparations, many billions of dollars, to the victim. 
—Noam Chomsky, interview on Pakistan Television 

The essence of this view of U.S. actions in Nicaruaga was supported by Oscar Schachter: 
"[W]hen a government provides weapons, technical advice, transportation, aid and 
encouragement to terrorists on a substantial scale it is not unreasonable to conclude that 
the armed attack is imputable to that government." 

Guatemala (1954-96) 

Professor of History, Stephen G. Rabe, wrote "in destroying the popularly elected 
government of Jacobo Arbenz Guzman (1950-1954), the United States initiated a nearly 
four-decade-long cycle of terror and repression"  

After the U.S.-backed coup, which toppled president Jacobo Arbenz, lead coup plotter 
Castillo Armas assumed power. Author and university professor, Patrice McSherry 
argued that with Armas at the head of government, "the United States began to militarize 
Guatemala almost immediately, financing and reorganizing the police and military." 

In his book "State Terror and Popular Resistance in Guatemala", Michael McClintock 
argued that the national security apparatus Armas presided over was "almost entirely 
oriented toward countering subversion," and that the key component of that apparatus 
was "an intelligence system set up by the United States." At the core of this intelligence 
system were records of communist party members, pro-Arbenz organizations, teacher 
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associations, and peasant unions which were used to create a detailed "Black List" with 
names and information about some 70,000 individuals that were viewed as potential 
subversives. It was "CIA counter-intelligence officers who sorted the records and 
determined how they could be put to use." McClintock argues that this list persisted as an 
index of subversives for several decades and probably served as a database of possible 
targets for the counter-insurgency campaign that began in the early 1960s. McClintock 
wrote: 

United States counter-insurgency doctrine encouraged the Guatemalan military to adopt 
both new organizational forms and new techniques in order to root out insurgency more 
effectively. New techniques would revolve around a central precept of the new counter-
insurgency: that counter insurgent war must be waged free of restriction by laws, by the 
rules of war, or moral considerations: guerrilla "terror" could be defeated only by the 
untrammeled use of "counter-terror", the terrorism of the state. 
—Michael McClintock 

McClintock wrote that this idea was also articulated by Colonel John Webber, the chief 
of the U.S. Military Mission in Guatemala, who instigated the technique of "counter-
terror." Colonel Webber defended his policy by saying, "That's the way this country is. 
The Communists are using everything they have, including terror. And it must be met." 

Utilizing declassified government documents, researchers Kate Doyle and Carlos Osorio 
from the research institute the National Security Archive documented that Guatemalan 
Colonel Byron Lima Estrada took military police and counterintelligence courses at the 
School of the Americas. He later served in several elite counterinsurgency units trained 
and equipped by the U.S. Military Assistance Program (MAP). He eventually rose to 
command D-2, the Guatemalan Military Intelligence services who were responsible for 
many of the terror tactics wielded throughout the 1980s. 

School of the Americas 

Professor Gareau argued that the School of the Americas (reorganized in 2001 as 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation), a U.S. training institution 
mainly for Latin America, is a terrorist training ground. He cited a UN report which 
states the school has "graduated 500 of the worst human rights abusers in the 
hemisphere." Gareau alleges that by funding, training and supervising Guatemalan 'Death 
Squads' Washington was complicit in state terrorism. 

Defenders of the school argued that the alleged connection to human rights abusers is 
often weak. For example, Roberto D'Aubuisson's sole link to the SOA is that he had 
taken a course in Radio Operations long before El Salvador's civil war began. They also 
argued that no school should be held accountable for the actions of only some of its many 
graduates. Before coming to the current WHINSEC each student is now "vetted" by 
his/her nation and the U.S. embassy in that country. All students are now required to 
receive "human rights training in law, ethics, rule of law and practical applications in 
military and police operations." 
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Chile 

Michael Stohl and George A. Lopez have accused the United States of supporting and 
committing State Terrorism in the period 1970-1973, during the overthrow of the 
socialist elected Chilean government of Salvador Allende. Stohl wrote, "In addition to 
nonterroristic strategies...the United States embarked on a program to create economic 
and political chaos in Chile...After the failure to prevent Allende from taking office, 
efforts shifted to obtaining his removal." Money authorized for the CIA to destabilize 
Chilean society, included, "financing and assisting opposition groups and right-wing 
terrorist paramilitary groups such as Patria y Libertad ("Fatherland and Liberty")." 
Project FUBELT was the codename for the secret CIA operations to undermine Salvador 
Allende's government and promote a military coup in Chile. In September 1973 the 
Allende government was overthrown in a violent military coup in which the United 
States is claimed to have been "intimately involved."  

Professor Gareau, wrote on the subject: "Washington's training of thousands of military 
personnel from Chile who later committed state terrorism again makes Washington 
eligible for the charge of accessory before the fact to state terrorism. The CIA's close 
relationship during the height of the terror to Contreras, Chile's chief terrorist (with the 
possible exception of Pinochet himself), lays Washington open to the charge of accessory 
during the fact." Gareau argued that the fuller extent involved the US taking charge of 
coordinating counterinsurgency efforts between all Latin American countries. He wrote, 
"Washington's service as the overall coordinator of state terrorism in Latin America 
demonstrates the enthusiasm with which Washington played its role as an accomplice to 
state terrorism in the region. It was not a reluctant player. Rather it not only trained Latin 
American governments in terrorism and financed the means to commit terrorism; it also 
encouraged them to apply the lessons learned to put down what it called "the communist 
threat." Its enthusiasm extended to coordinating efforts to apprehend those wanted by 
terrorist states who had fled to other countries in the region....The evidence available 
leads to the conclusion that Washington's influence over the decision to commit these 
acts was considerable." "Given that they knew about the terrorism of this regime, what 
did the elites in Washington during the Nixon and Ford administrations do about it? The 
elites in Washington reacted by increasing U.S. military assistance and sales to the state 
terrorists, by covering up their terrorism, by urging U.S. diplomats to do so also, and by 
assuring the terrorists of their support, thereby becoming accessories to state terrorism 
before, during, and after the fact."  

Thomas Wright charged that Chile was an example of State Terrorism of a very open 
kind that did not attempt a facade of civilian governance, and that had a "September 11th 
effect" through the hemisphere. Wright, argued that "unlike their Brazilian counterparts, 
they did not embrace state terrorism as a last recourse; they launched a wave of terrorism 
on the day of the coup. In contrast to the Brazilians and Uruguayans, the Chileans were 
very public about their objectives and their methods; there was nothing subtle about 
rounding up thousands of prisoners, the extensive use of torture, executions following 
sham court-marshal, and shootings in cold blood. After the initial wave of open terrorism, 
the Chilean armed forces constructed a sophisticated apparatus for the secret application 
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of state terrorism that lasted until the dictatorship's end...The impact of the Chilean coup 
reached far beyond the country's borders. Through their aid in the overthrow of Allende 
and their support of the Pinochet dictatorship, President Richard Nixon and his national 
security adviser, Henry Kissinger, sent a clear signal to all of Latin America that anti-
revolutionary regimes employing repression, even state terrorism, could count on the 
support of the United States. The U.S. government in effect, gave a green light to Latin 
America's right wing and its armed forces to eradicate the left and use repression to erase 
the advances that workers — and in some countries, campesinos — had made through 
decades of struggle. This "September 11 effect" was soon felt around the hemisphere."  

Prof. Gareau concluded, "The message for the populations of Latin American nations and 
particularly the Left opposition was clear: the United States would not permit the 
continuation of a Socialist government, even if it came to power in a democratic election 
and continued to uphold the basic democratic structure of that society." 

Iran (1979-present) 

In 2007, an article in the Asia Times Online asserted that the United States has likely 
ramped up support for Iran's oppressed minorities in an attempt to push the Iranian 
regime toward a negotiated settlement over Iraq." An Asian Times article notes that 
"Iranian officials have repeatedly accused the United States and Britain of provoking 
ethnic unrest in Iran and of supporting opposition groups." 

Jundullah 

The Sunni militant organization Jundallah has been identified as a terrorist organization 
by Iran and Pakistan. According to an April 2007 report by Brian Ross and Christopher 
Isham of ABC News, the United States government had been secretly encouraging and 
advising the Jundullah in its attacks against Iranian targets. This support is said to have 
started in 2005 and arranged so that the United States provided no direct funding to the 
group, which would require congressional oversight and attract media attention. The 
report was denied by Pakistan official sources. 

Fars News Agency, an Iranian state run news agency, alleged that the United States 
government is involved in the terrorist acts of the Peoples Resistant Movement of Iran 
(PRMI). The Voice of America, the official broadcasting service of the United States 
government, interviewed Jundullah leader Abdul Malik Rigi in April 2007, and the 
Iranian government claims that the fact that he was interviewed was proof of US 
terrorism. 

People's Mujahedin of Iran 

The People's Mujahedin of Iran, PMOI, known also as the Mujahedeen-e Khalq or MEK, 
is dedicated to the overthrow of the Iranian regime. Iranian government has accused the 
MEK of orchestrating a series of bombings inside Iran, including one attack that left the 
current supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, partially paralyzed. Until January, 2009 
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the United States military protected the MEK inside its military camp and on supply runs 
to Baghdad, although the U.S. has listed the group as a terrorist organizatim since 1997. 

They're terrorists only when we consider them terrorists. They might be terrorists in 
everybody else's books . . . . It was a strange group of people and the leadership was 
extremely cruel and extremely vicious." 

said Lawrence Wilkerson, former Secretary of State Colin Powell's chief of staff. 

In April 2007, CNN reported that the US military and the International Committee of the 
Red Cross were protecting the People's Mujahedin of Iran, with the US army regularly 
escorting PMOI supply runs between Baghdad and its base, Camp Ashraf. The PMOI 
have been designated as a terrorist organization by the United States (since 1997), 
Canada, and Iran. According to the Wall Street Journal "senior diplomats in the Clinton 
administration say the PMOI figured prominently as a bargaining chip in a bridge-
building effort with Tehran." The PMOI is also on the European Union's blacklist of 
terrorist organizations, which lists 28 organizations, since 2002. The enlistments 
included: Foreign Terrorist Organization by the United States in 1997 under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, and again in 2001 pursuant to section 1(b) of Executive 
Order 13224; as well as by the European Union (EU) in 2002. Its bank accounts were 
frozen in 2002 after the September 11 attacks and a call by the EU to block terrorist 
organizations' funding. However, the European Court of Justice has overturned this in 
December 2006 and has criticized the lack of "transparency" with which the blacklist is 
composed. However, the Council of the EU declared on 30 January 2007 that it would 
maintain the organization on the blacklist. The EU-freezing of funds was lifted on 
December 12, 2006 by the European Court of First Instance. In 2003 the US State 
Department included the NCRI on the blacklist, under Executive Order 13224. 

According to a 2003 article by the New York Times, the US 1997 proscription of the 
group on the terrorist blacklist was done as "a goodwill gesture toward Iran's newly 
elected reform-minded president, Mohammad Khatami" (succeeded in 2005 by the more 
conservative Mahmoud Ahmadinejad). In 2002, 150 members of the United States 
Congress signed a letter calling for the lifting of this designation. The PMOI have also 
tried to have the designation removed through several court cases in the U.S. The PMOI 
has now lost three appeals (1999, 2001 and 2003) to the US government to be removed 
from the list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations, and its terrorist status was reaffirmed 
each time. The PMOI has continued to protest worldwide against its listing, with the 
overt support of some US political figures. 

Past supporters of the PMOI have included Rep. Tom Tancredo (R-CO), Rep. Bob Filner, 
(D-CA), and Sen. Kit Bond (R-MO), and former Attorney General John Ashcroft, "who 
became involved with the [PMOI] while a Republican senator from Missouri." In 2000, 
200 U.S. Congress members signed a statement endorsing the organization's cause. 
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Iraq (1992-95) 

The New York Times reported that, according to former U.S. intelligence officials, the 
CIA once orchestrated a bombing and sabotage campaign between 1992 and 1995 in Iraq 
via one of the resistance organizations, Iyad Allawi's group in an attempt to destabilize 
the country. According to the Iraqi government at the time, and one former CIA officer, 
the bombing campaign against Baghdad included both government and civilian targets. 
According to this former CIA official, the civilian targets included a movie theater and a 
bombing of a school bus where children were killed. No public records of the secret 
bombing campaign are known to exist, and the former U.S. officials said their 
recollections were in many cases sketchy, and in some cases contradictory. "But whether 
the bombings actually killed any civilians could not be confirmed because", as a former 
CIA official said, "the United States had no significant intelligence sources in Iraq then." 

Lebanon (1985) 

The investigative reporter Bob Woodward has accused the CIA of arranging for Saudi 
Arabia to sponsor a 1985 Beirut car bombing which killed 81 people. The bombing was 
apparently an assassination attempt on an Islamic cleric, Sheikh Mohammed Hussein 
Fadlallah. The bombing, known as the Bir bombing after Bir el-Abed, the impoverished 
Beirut neighborhood in which it had occurred, was reported by the New York Times to 
have caused a "massive" explosion "even by local standards", killing 81 people, and 
wounding more than 200. Investigative journalist Bob Woodward stated that the CIA was 
funded by the Saudi Arabian government to arrange the bombing. Fadlallah himself also 
claims to have evidence that the CIA was behind the attack and that the Saudis paid $3 
million. 

The U.S. National Security Advisor Robert McFarlane admitted that those responsible for 
the bomb may have had American training, but that they were "rogue operative(s)" and 
the CIA in no way sanctioned or supported the attack. Roger Morris wrote in the Asia 
Times that the next day, a notice hung over the devastated area where families were still 
digging the bodies of relatives out of the rubble. It read: "Made in the USA". The terrorist 
strike on Bir el-Abed is seen as a product of U.S. covert policy in Lebanon. Agreeing 
with the proposals of CIA director William Casey, president Ronald Reagan sanctioned 
the Bir attack in retaliation for the truck-bombing of the U.S. Marine Corps barracks at 
Beirut airport in October 1983, which, Roger Morris alleges, in turn had been a reprisal 
for earlier U.S. acts of intervention and diplomatic dealings in Lebanon's civil war that 
had resulted in hundreds of Lebanese and Palestinian lives. After CIA operatives had 
repeatedly failed to arrange Casey's car-bombing, the CIA allegedly "farmed out" the 
operation to agents of its longtime Lebanese client, the Phalange, a Maronite Christian, 
anti-Islamic militia. Others allege the 1984 Bombing of the U.S. Embassy annex 
northeast of Beirut as the motivating factor. 
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Philippines 

In "The Terrorist Foundations of US Foreign Policy", Professor of International Law 
Richard Falk argues that during the Spanish American War, when the U.S. was 
"confronted by a nationalistic resistance movement in the Philippines," American forces 
were responsible for state terrorism. Falk relates that "as with the wars against native 
American peoples, the adversary was demonized (and victimized). In the struggle, US 
forces, with their wide margin of military superiority, inflicted disproportionate 
casualties, almost always a sign of terrorist tactics, and usually associated with refusal or 
inability to limit political violence to a discernible military opponent. The dispossession 
of a people from their land almost always is a product of terrorist forms of belligerency. 
In contrast, interventions in Central and South America in the area of so-called "Gunboat 
Diplomacy" were generally not terrorist in character, as little violence was required to 
influence political struggle for ascendancy between competing factions of an indigenous 
elite."  

In "Instruments of Statecraft", human rights researcher Michael McClintock described the 
intensification of the U.S. role during the Hukbalahap rebellion in 1950, when concerns 
about a perceived communist-led Huk insurgency prompted sharp increases in military 
aid and a reorganization of tactics towards methods of guerrilla warfare. McClintock 
describes the role of U.S. "advisers" to the Philippine Minister of National Defense, 
Ramon Magsaysay, remarking that they "adroitly managed Magsaysay's every move." 
Air Force Lt. Col. Edward Geary Lansdale was a psywar propaganda specialist who 
became the close personal adviser and confidant of Magsaysay. The forte of another key 
adviser, Charles Bohannan, was guerrilla warfare. McClintock cites several examples to 
demonstrate that "terror played an important part" in the psychological operations under 
U.S. guidance. Those psywar operations that utilized terror included theatrical displays 
involving the exemplary display of dead Huk bodies in an effort to incite fear in rural 
villagers. In another psywar operation described by Lansdale, Philippine troops engaged 
in nocturnal captures of individual Huks. They punctured the necks of the victims and 
drained the corpses of blood, leaving the bodies to be discovered when daylight came, so 
as to play upon fears associated with the local folklore of the Asuang, or vampire.  

For McClintock, this Philippines episode is particularly important because of its 
formative influence on U.S. counterinsurgency doctrine. In his essay, American Doctrine 
and State Terror, McClintock explained that U.S. Army instruction manuals of the 1960s 
concerning 'counterterrorism' often referred to "the particular experiences of the 
Philippines and Vietnam." Noting that tactics similar to those used during the Huk 
Rebellion (from 1946–54) in the Philippines were cited in the manuals, he elaborated that 
the "Department of the Army's 1976 psywar publication, DA Pamphlet 525-7-1, refers to 
some of the classic counterterror techniques and account of the practical application of 
terror. These include the capture and murder of suspected guerillas in a manner 
suggesting the deed was done by legendary vampires (the 'asuang'); and a prototypical 
"Eye of God" technique in which a stylized eye would be painted opposite the house of a 
suspect." 
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